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Hearing Loop Installed in Sanctuary.
Switch Hearing Aid to Telecoil. 
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It was a routine conversation Hannah and I were having. We were standing in the living room, and halfway through my sentence she 
interrupted me. Excitedly she said, “Mamma, look—a cat!” as she pointed to our backyard. “Oh my gosh, there is another one!”
The conversation was quickly forgotten. We got together some food and water and set it along the tree line in the back of our yard. And 
we watched to see how many would eat. Final tally: one momma cat and five kittens (five!).

For two weeks, every night, Hannah sat at the tree line, talking to them, playing with them, and hoping to catch them. Somewhere along 
the line, our nightly visitors dwindled to three kittens. She has named them Spot, Cheddar, and the skittish one (he/she does not yet 
have a name). They come close, but not too close. If they allow themselves to be rescued—and that is a big “if”—it won’t be for some 
time. And Hannah has left for school. That leaves…me (more on that another time.)

But here’s the thing: it would be in those kittens’ best interest to be caught. They may not be excited about everything that comes with 
being a tame rather than feral cat—think spay/neuter—but at the end of the day, that is in their best interest, too.

Being feral and on their own is all they know. And they are really, really good at being afraid. If they were to overcome that fear, they 
would have ample food and water, a warm bed, treats galore, and way too many toys. It is fear that keeps them from living the good life!
I understand the fear. Those big, scary humans might try to hurt them. Their fear makes sense. But giving in to that fear is keeping those 
big, scary humans from loving them, protecting them, and tending to their every need.

Like those cute little kitties, fear can keep us from truly living our best life. The fears we carry make sense, just as a kitten’s fear of 
people makes sense. But fear doesn’t tell us the whole story.

Fear tells us enough to keep us unbalanced, lacking confidence, and, often, more controllable. It focuses our attention on what might 
go wrong instead of what might be possible.

Do you have a fear that is holding you back and keeping you down?

Continued to next page…. 
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Pastor Andi’s Message
Continued from previous page…. 

Fear of failing keeps us from trying. Fear of getting hurt keeps us from fully loving and being loved. Fear of what we don’t understand 
keeps us from offering the extravagant welcome our God has shown us.

Fear may have a reason for being there. But that doesn’t mean we have to let it have the final word.

So friends, as we travel into our tomorrows, don’t be afraid. Don’t be reckless either—you are too smart for that! But see your fears for 
what they are: controlling little stinkers that only tell us part of the story.

Turn away from those lies and keep your eyes on Jesus. When fear says, “You can’t,” listen instead for the words of faith and hope. 
When fear tells you to stay where you are, remember that you do not face tomorrow alone.

Paul reminds us, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Those words aren't a promise that Christ will give us 
everything we want or make every challenge disappear. They are a reminder that whatever we face, we can face it with Christ's 
strength.

So don’t let fear write the whole story.

Trust the One who sees the whole story.

Keep your eyes on Jesus, take the next faithful step, and trust that the God who calls you forward will also give you the strength to go.  
Amen.

Pastor Andi 
pastor.andi@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Ushers
September Usher Schedule

We could always use more ushers! Please contact the church office if you are interested. 
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Sunday, September 6 Ron & Sandra Golliher

Sunday, September 13 Dan & Rene Rogers

Sunday, September 20 Brad & Liz Schultz

Sunday, September 27 Volunteers are Needed!



Treasurer’s Nook
Thank you to all that participated in the Raise Right program which will also include carwash cards for sale to help keep your cars clean 

for the summer.   I saw quite a lot of our members at EAA parking cars. Thank you for your help and to Jeff & Mary Ann Bartels in letting 
us use their property for our fund raiser.  If you have any questions regarding the Raise Right program stop at the desk after the service 
on Sunday morning or give our office a call.

July 2026 Results

Rene Rogers
Rene Rogers
Treasurer
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The Numbers Monthly Budget Monthly Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual
Direct Giving 1,7,435 25,595 126,058 136,666

Other Income 5,507 23,409 32,373 49,214

Total Income 22,942 49,004 158,431 185,880

Total Expenses 26,332 22,139 169,738 164,712

Cashflow/(Deficit) (3,390) 26,865 (11,307) 21,168

The Numbers Monthly Budget Monthly Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual
Direct Giving 17,442 10,757 108,623 111,071
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RaiseRight – Gift Cards
RAISERIGHT ORDERS ARE DUE SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH BY NOON
We will notify you when your gift cards arrive!

Thank you to Leanne Monroe and Lisa Smith for managing the RaiseRight program 
and making it available to us.  

Thank you also to Margaret Yoder and Sandra Golliher for your help selling the on-hand 
gift cards on Sunday mornings.

Volunteers Needed for RaiseRight Gift Card Sales
We're looking for volunteers to help with our RaiseRight gift card sales on Sunday mornings after church services.
Volunteer responsibilities include only three steps that you would be shown how to do.

If you would like to help with this worthwhile program or would like more information, please contact Lisa Smith or the church office. 
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Food Pantry
Food Pantry Update…

During the month of July 86 families were served at our pantry.  163 adults and 115 children received food.  12 families were new to our 
pantry.  Thank you to everyone who continues to bring in food to help support the pantry.  

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers.  Thank you to Henry Caron, Gail Hable, Jody Schaick, Peter Smith, Sherry Peppler, Sandy 
Folske, Carol Wiechman, Rick Peppler, Ray Hitz, Deb Kraemer, Lisa Smith, Kim Winter, Meg Hable, Brad Schultz, Jim Schaick, 
Mike Winter and Dan Monroe.  Without their commitment to the food pantry we wouldn’t be able keep this very important mission of 
Emmanuel going.  Please prayerfully consider volunteering to help in the food pantry.  We could really use some extra hands!!  
We need help with the distribution of food on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.  If you want to know more about it, 
please talk to Henry Caron or call the church office.

Thank you to Red’s Piggly Wiggly, Festival Foods, Silver Creek Meats and Craig Geiger and 4Imprint for their continued support of 
our pantry.

After decades of service in our food pantry, Gail Hable has decided to retire.  Our food pantry started out as one or two rooms in the 
basement by the choir room.  Gail and his wife Meg, helped our pantry grow to include all of the rooms in that section of the basement.  
They spent countless hours driving to pick up food in Omro, Little Chute and Fond du Lac.  He was influential in setting us up to receive 
food with the government commodities.  Many hours were dedicated to meetings and community events to help our pantry grow with 
the resources that are available.  Shelves and ramps were built with his help.  The food pantry has been a passion of Gail’s.  We can’t 
thank you enough Gail for all that you have done to make the pantry an important mission of Emmanuel.  Happy Retirement!!
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Thank you
Thank you to Leanne Monroe, Jody Schaick, Brooklyn Schultz, Nolan Schultz and Kim Winter for running the projector during 
worship and live streaming the worship service.

Thank you to Quinn Bursack, Deb Kraemer, Leanne Monroe and Peter Smith for reading scripture during worship.

Thank you to Jim Schaick for maintaining grounds around the building and parking lots.

Thank you to Gail Hable for maintaining the headsets for the hearing loops.

Thank you to Cory Schultz for updating the coffee hour tv and Facebook page.  Check out the new format on the coffee hour tv!

Thank you to Carolyn Rukas for your continued work in the hallway by the food pantry.

Thank you to Carol Wiechman for replenishing the supplies in the pews.

Thank you to Ann Stark for providing the children’s activity bags.

Thank you Ray!  

Thank you to Ron Golliher, Dennis Chapin, Karen Chapin, Mary Dinkins, Valeria Basler & Marilyn Morrison for the 
set up and clean up for coffee hour, as well as picking up the donuts and making the coffee.  We appreciate all that you do so that we 
may enjoy fellowship together on Sunday mornings.

Thank you to Tom Stark & Jeff Stark for your continued work on the bell tower.

Thank you to Lisa Smith for updating the website and sign up genius.

Thank you to Leanne Bloedow for maintaining the outdoor flower pots.  The flowers look amazing!  Thank you also for updating the 
artificial floral arrangements on the altar and around the building.  
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Thank you
Thank you to everyone for the prayers you lifted up for our son Brian.  He knew of and appreciated them.  We will always remember your 
caring and prayers for him.
  Bruce and Quinn Bursack

CHILDREN’S PARADE - SATURDAY, AUGUST 1ST “BETTER ZOOGETHER”
Thank you to Emily Reyes for organizing Emmanuel’s participation in the Children’s Parade.  Thank you to everyone who marched in the 
parade.  It was a day of fun for all involved!  Applesauce treats with an Emmanuel sticker placed on them were handed out along the 
parade route.  Thanks for representing Emmanuel!

The following volunteers worked the EAA parking:  Ron Golliher, Rene Rogers, Dan Rogers, Tom Stark, Jim Schaick, Dan Monroe, 
Leanne Monroe, Rick Peppler Henry Caron, Bruce Bursack, Quinn Bursack, Pastor Andi, Laurie Dorst, Earl Dorst, Ed Schneider, 
Andrea Schneider, Mike Winter, Kim Winter, Randy Whittaker, Jody Schaick, Al Schaick, John Moon, Carolyn Rukas, Rick 
Schumann, Deb Kraemer, Sandy Golliher, Emily Reyes. 

Thank you to all of these volunteers for giving their time during the week of EAA.  Thank you to Ron Golliher for organizing the parking.  A 
HUGE thank you to Jeff & Mary Ann Bartels for letting us use their property for parking.  We made a profit of roughly $23,000!!!
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Coming Up…
Tuesday, September 1, 2026
School will be back in session.  Please pray for the students, teachers, bus drivers, administrative staff and all school employees for a 
safe and healthy school year.

Please keep our kids safe by slowing down
in school zones!

Tuesday, September 8, 2026
Church Council Meeting at 6:30pm

Wednesday, September 9, 2026
CHIME & CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSALS RESUME 
Chime at 5:30pm & Chancel at 6:15pm
Come and join us!

Sunday, September 13, 2026
Sunday School Rally Day – 9:00am Worship
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Sunday School
September 2026

Sunday School Scoop…

 Welcome to a New Sunday School Year!
A new year of Sunday School is here, and we’re kicking it off with an important reminder: we are better together!

God never intended for us to walk through life alone. When we gather together, learn together, pray together, encourage one another, and grow in 
faith together, we become stronger in our walk with Jesus.

Our theme for the year is Better Together, and John 1:12 gives us the perfect starting point. When we believe in Jesus, we become children of 
God. That means we are part of something bigger than ourselves—we are part of God’s family!

 We Are Family
Being part of God’s family means we have people around us who can help us grow. Sometimes we need encouragement. Sometimes we need 
someone to pray with us. Sometimes we simply need a friend who reminds us that we’re not alone.

That’s what Sunday School is all about! This year, let’s make our classroom a place where everyone feels welcomed, loved, included, and 
encouraged. Every person has something special to contribute, and together we can make our Sunday School family stronger.

 Better Together Challenge

This month, look for someone who may need a little encouragement.

Invite. Include. Encourage. Pray.

Invite someone to sit with you.
Include someone who may feel left out.
Encourage someone with kind words.
Pray for your Sunday School friends.
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Sunday School
Continued from last page…

You never know how one small act of kindness can make someone feel like they belong. We may all be different, but God has brought us 
together for a reason. When we use our gifts, share our joy, help one another, and keep Jesus at the center, we truly are better together!

Sunday School Dates:
September 13th - Rally Day - Kids are singing this day, please arrive early before service to practice with Mary.
September 27th - Sunday School

Looking ahead:
October 11th - Sunday School
October 25th - Sunday School/Trunk or treat

Blessings to you,  

Sunday School Superintendent      
sunday.school@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Sunday School
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AUGUST MEMORIAL & HONORARIUM REPORT
In loving memory of NORMAN LUFT
 A gift given to the Memorial Fund by
  Dan & Leanne Monroe
  Peter & Lisa Smith
In loving memory of JAMES FELDA
 A gift given to the Memorial Fund by
  Dan & Leanne Monroe
  Peter & Lisa Smith

Memorials & Honorarium 
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting August 11, 2026
Meeting called to order at 6:28 p.m. by Leanne. Opening prayer by Pastor Andi.

President’s Report: EAA parking went well. We made a total of $34,816, which was $4,810 more than last year. After Jeff’s cut, we 
totaled $23,209 in profit, which was $3,455 more than last year. Discussion on counting offering money. The plan is to have rotating 
volunteers exclusively from council to go in and help Lori count the money, with the day not specifically being Monday if nobody is 
available. Council received a letter from Mary, asking about greeters. Council concurred that finding volunteers is hard, so the goal will 
be to put something in the newsletter and see if anyone is interested in greeting.

Secretary’s Report: Minutes accepted after correction of a few typos.

Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed June financial reports. We had a negative cash flow of -$10,207.93 with a negative YTD of -$5,696.67. 
Alliant Energy stock was +$5.33 in July. Majority Expenses for this month were Payroll taxes for 2nd quarter, WPS, Andi's Health 
Ins/Pension and Kevin Dehne (Bell Tower materials). Reviewed July financial reports. We had a positive cash flow of $26,864.83 with a 
positive YTD of $21,168.16. Alliant Energy stock was -$5.01 this month. Majority Expenses for this month were Payroll taxes for 2nd 
quarter, WPS, Guide One (Insurance) and Andi's Health Ins/Pension. Treasurer’s Report accepted.

Pastor’s Report: General: I have participated in a few Zoom calls in regard to the tornado response. I will be offering to provide 
counseling, if needed. We had a great response to the Back-to-School fair, both with the tree tags and the personal hygiene items. Last 
Month: I officiated at Jim Wilson’s funeral on June 18 and Jeanette Felker’s funeral June 25. EUCC facilities were used for the funeral of 
Gloria Hughes on July 17. This Month: Lori is on vacation the week of August 24. Be aware that the office will not be open from 8:00-
noon in her absence. I was a part of the group that walked in the Children’s Parade on August 1. Thanks to all who joined in and offered 
support. Celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism for Indie Yoder, daughter of Reed and Mara Yoder on August 2.

Vice President’s Report: Dan has decided to step into the president’s position and has connected with some members about the 
opening trustee and vice president positions.

Trustee’s Report: Tower louvers were painted; the next steps are getting them up into the tower and mounted. The parking lot has been 
striped! Jim is going to do some weed whacking and respray the weeds.
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting August 11, 2026
Continued on next page…. 

Old Business: Rene and Leanne went through all the red choir robes and white stoles - 33 robes and 30 stoles. They are dirty, and we 
are requesting funds from the M&E for dry cleaning, with the quote being $33.79/robe and $15.56/stole.  A motion to request $2,000 for 
cleaning fees for the robes from the M&E was approved. There’s an old TV in the choir room, which Jim has volunteered to dispose of. 
Pastor Gaskill has some old robes and stoles found, which Andi is going to ask around to see if anyone is in need of them. Small plastic 
chairs for the nursery are taking up a lot of space, and we aren't using them. Jim plans to put them on marketplace and see if anyone 
could use them.

New Business: The M&E committee met, and the council reviewed their minutes and fund requests. Earl made a motion for the 
council approved the funds as requested. The items are: T-shirts, water bottles, stickers and birthday books for Sunday School; 55” 
TV/Wall Mount for the Nursery; Digital Smart Board for confirmation/Sunday School; white board (dry erase board) w/; case of Bibles 
for 4th grade student gift bibles; 4 Labyrinth Bricks; 75” TV for the balcony; iPad for Pastor Andi (her current one will be used by the 
Sunday School). Fall fundraisers: Vandewalle candy bars--order 600 candy bars to start selling in October on Sunday School weeks, 
with them being available other weeks if asked about as some council members will have access to the closet they’re stored in and can 
grab them. Looking into another Culver’s fundraiser! The fellowship committee has been started and is meeting soon, so if they come 
up with any more ideas we’ll discuss them at the next meeting. There have been some issues with Lori being able to access everything 
with Associated Bank. Andi has a meeting with Associated. Starting September, Lisa Smith will start a schedule to start selling Raise 
Right cards exclusively after the service.

Good & Welfare: Next meeting is on September 8th, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.
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Miscellaneous
Greeters are needed…

We all appreciate a warm welcome on Sunday morning.  For people visiting, it is especially important.  Being greeted and having 
someone answer a question or two can be the difference between a one-time visitor and a new member.  Scheduled Greeters 
was one of the things that didn’t survive Covid-but we hope to resurrect it!  Please consider being a Greeter.  If you are 
interested, contact the church office.

As pre-worship time gets increasingly hectic, a reminder that if you have a prayer concern that is very important for you to share, please 
write it down and give it to Pastor Andi at least 10 minutes before worship begins, or place it on the pulpit.  Thank you!

If you would like to have an article published in our monthly Lamplighter, we ask that you have your article submitted no later 
than the 15th of the month.   Your article can be emailed to Lori at lori.holland@emmanueloshkosh.org, or you can drop it off any 
weekday morning, or give the office a call 920-235-8340.  We would be happy to pass along the information you would like to 
share.  

We are still collecting metal tabs from beverage cans for the Ronald McDonald House in Wisconsin.  You can bring them in and drop 
them off in the office or in the little white church in the upper narthex.  Thank you to EARL & LAURIE DORST for picking up and 
delivering these to St. Paul.

Elections for the 2027 Council will be taking place in October.
Positions available are:    Vice President & Trustee

If you have any questions about the positions and would consider running, please contact one of the current council members. 
Thank you!
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Miscellaneous
We are happy to announce that we will be selling VandeWalles candy bars again in time for Christmas.  The price will be $2 
each.  Sale dates will be posted in upcoming bulletins and Lamplighters!

We still have a few Kwik Trip Car Wash cards available for sale.  Each card is $40 – good for 5 car washes.  Available at the gift card 
table!

Do you have a concern you would like offered up in prayer?  You can enter your request on our website at emmanueloshkosh.org.  
You can also call the church office at 920-235-8340 any weekday morning.

Are you having a procedure or surgery in the near future?  Please contact the church office (920-235-8340) and let us know.  Pastor 
Andi would like to make sure she is there for you and your family.  If you mention it on a Sunday morning, she might forget. Due to 
HIPAA the hospital is not allowed to call and let us know if you are a patient or not.  Thank you for your help! 

SCOUTING FOR FOOD SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17TH

Volunteers will be needed to help sort the food we receive from this food drive.  Watch for more information in upcoming bulletins and 
the October Lamplighter.
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Miscellaneous

The Fellowship Committee has scheduled its first event! October 4 we are having a Packer Tailgate Party. Wear your Packer gear (or 
whatever your favorite team is) to worship  and plan to stay after for some food, games, and fellowship! If you would like to bring any 
food or have a favorite tailgating game let us know! Committee members are Bruce and Quinn Bursack, Kay Lund, Liz Schultz, and 
Connie Whittaker
 

The Lamplighter | September 2026

A Note From Pastor

Ushers

Treasurer’s Nook

RaiseRight

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top



Miscellaneous

You can also call the church office 920-235-8340 or email the church office office@emmanueloshkosh.org to place your order.
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Chili w/o Beans Chili w/ Beans Chicken Dumpling

QTY: QTY: QTY:

French Onion Loaded Baked Potato Amount Due

QTY: QTY: $

NAME:

mailto:office@emmanueloshkosh.org
mailto:office@emmanueloshkosh.org


Miscellaneous
If you have any questions or concerns for the Church Council, Memorial and Endowment Committee and Pastoral Relations Committee, 
please find the contact information below: 

Please consider volunteering for any of these committees, please contact the church office 235-8340 if you are interested.

Church Council

Leanne Monroe Zach Wolf

Rene Rogers Dan Rogers

Debra Kraemer Earl Dorst

Leanne Bloedow Laurie Dorst

Craig Geiger Noah Wilson

Tom Stark Jim Schaick

Memorial/Endowment Committee: 

Jeff Stark Ann Stark

Deb Bartel Sherri Annis

Sandy Golliher Margaret Yoder

Emily Reyes

Pastoral Relations Committee:

Sandra Golliher Kay Lund

Julie Barthels Lori Potratz

Faith Lueck
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Calendar
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Click HERE for our online calendar. 
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Youtube Logo Circle PNGs for Free Download

Additional Resources

facebook_1.png
online.png

 We’d love to hear from you!

 Click here to give us your feedback.

 Visit us on social media.
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