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Why are we so interested in the sin of our neighbor? Maybe that is a bit of a rhetorical question. Afterall, I know why we stress other 
peoples’ shortcomings--and it has nothing to do with loving them.
I have spent my share of time in a church that had people who believed they were loving people by pointing out their sin. There was no 
acceptance, just finger-pointing and headshaking. The premise was, “I love you so much and I want you to go to heaven with me. So 
here is what you need to do and what you need to change to get there. Afterall, even with grace, Jesus told people to go and sin no 
more.”
Oof. Where do we even begin with that? This is along the lines of ‘Love the Sinner; Hate the Sin’ (which is NOT biblical, by the way). If 
Jesus were to say anything close to that I think it would be closer to ‘Love. Love yourself. Love your neighbor. Love all of creation.  And 
work on overcoming your own sin.’
Simply put, we don’t pass judgement on others to help them or love them or protect them from judgement. We do it because it deflects 
from the myriad of sins we commit each and every day. It makes us feel better about what we do when we can point at someone else 
and say, “At least I am not as bad as that person.” By the way, that is biblical but Jesus was not impressed.
Look, I don’t agree with what everyone else does. The choices some people make sometimes cause me to shake my head. At the same 
time, I am pretty sure my God does that at me all the time. Probably accompanied by some version of “Oh come on—you know better. 
Ugh!”
I am partially kidding and partially serious. I am not perfect. I stand in grace because that is the only thing that allows me to stand. And I 
try to appreciate the grace I receive and offer it to others.
I have never before experienced the deep angst and anger that is rampant today. We are not a people living out of a place of love or 
grace. Fear and anger have replaced the manna offered by God, and we are consuming more than our fair share. But take heart—I have 
a fix.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind. And love your neighbor as you love yourself. Jesus offered us the gift of 
grace and sent us to share it. He did not call us to pass judgement on our neighbors. If we leave to God the things that are God and 
follow the call of Jesus, our very world would change for the better. 

Pastor Andi 
pastor.andi@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Ushers
August Usher Schedule

Sunday, August 2 –  Ron & Sandra Golliher
Sunday, August 9 – Dan & Rene Rogers
Sunday, August 16 – Brad & Liz Schultz
Sunday, August 23 – Volunteers are Needed
Sunday, August 30 – Volunteers are Needed

We could always use more ushers! Please contact the church office if you are interested. 
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Treasurer’s Nook
Thank you to all that participated in the Raise Right program which will also include carwash cards for sale to help keep your cars clean 
for the spring and summer.   I saw quite a lot of our members at our dining out fund raiser at Culver’s. The next fund raiser is parking cars 
at EAA.  If you have any questions regarding the script program stop at the desk before the service on Sunday morning or give our office 
a call.
 
May 2026 Results

June 2026 Results

Rene Rogers
Rene Rogers
Treasurer
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The Numbers Monthly Budget Monthly Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual
Direct Giving 7,802 15,902 91,181 100,314

Other Income 5,169 11,472 22,768 24,589

Total Income 22,971 27,374 113,949 124,903

Total Expenses 23,012 23,561 120,912 120,391

Cashflow/(Deficit) (41) 3,812 (6,963) 4,512

The Numbers Monthly Budget Monthly Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual
Direct Giving 17,442 10,757 108,623 111,071

Other Income 4,098 1,216 26,866 25,805

Total Income 21,540 11,973 135,489 136,876

Total Expenses 22,494 22,181 143,406 142,573

Cashflow/(Deficit) (954) (10,208) (7,917) (5,697)
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RaiseRight – Gift Cards
RAISERIGHT ORDERS ARE DUE SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND BY NOON
We will notify you when your gift cards arrive!
 
Thank you to Leanne Monroe and Lisa Smith for managing the RaiseRight program and making it 
available to us.  Thank you also to Margaret Yoder and Sandra Golliher for your help selling the on-hand 
gift cards on Sunday mornings.

Volunteers Needed for RaiseRight Gift Card Sales
We're looking for volunteers to help with our RaiseRight gift card sales on Sunday mornings 
after church services. Volunteer responsibilities include only three steps that you would be shown 
how to do. If you would like to help with this worthwhile program or would like more information, please contact Lisa Smith.

Changes for RaiseRight ON HAND Sales…
The Church Council is looking to make changes to how RaiseRight sales are done on Sunday mornings. We are going to start to make 
the on-hand cards only available after the church services starting in September. This change is being made to hopefully allow more 
volunteers to come forward to help with the sales. Many of our members who volunteer regularly for other activities are not 
available before church most Sundays during the school year. I would hope that we could get a few more people willing to take a 
Sunday to sit at the desk for a short time at the end of the service to help sell cards. You would be able to sign up and pick a Sunday that 
works for you. It would be ideal if we had enough help so anyone who signs up might only need to do it once every couple of months.
The RaiseRight program is a very important supplement of income to our budget needs. Your participation in the program is a great way 
to help "give back" to our church while using various gift cards for your shopping needs.  Please consider how you might be able to 
support this program.
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Food Pantry
Food Pantry Update…

 The month of May brought 74 families to our pantry.  139 adults and 126 children were served.  We saw 7 new families 
utilize our pantry in May.  We helped 90 families in June.  174 adults and 141 children were served.  17 new families came to our pantry.  
The summer definitely brought an increase in our pantry numbers.

 We are happy to say that we have added fresh produce, milk and eggs to the food items that we hand out.  These are part 
of the government commodities that we receive.  However, with the addition of these food items coming in, we have seen a diminish in 
meat and other staples that we had been receiving previously.  We are still in need of non-perishable food items to help fill our shelves.  
If you see any sales, please pick up some additional items for the pantry.  We can’t thank you enough for supporting this very important 
mission of our church.

 Thank you to Silver Creek Meats, Festival Foods, Red’s Piggly Wiggly, The Road Angelz Sisterhood and Craig Geiger 
and 4Imprint for their support of our pantry.

We continue to depend on our established volunteers to help our food pantry distribute the food to those in need.  We would like to 
thank Henry Caron for managing the pantry.  Henry seeks out other resources to bring in more food for the pantry.  In doing so, he is 
ordering and picking up food on a weekly basis.  Henry is here almost every day working in the pantry.  Thank you to Peter Smith & Rick 
Peppler for picking up donated food from Festival every Wednesday.  Thank you to Jody Schaick for bagging all of the food every week 
that is distributed.  Thank you to Sandy Folske, Sherry Peppler, Carol Wiechman, Deb Kraemer, Meg Hable, Lisa Smith, Kim Winter, 
Gail Hable, Ray Hitz, Brad Schultz and Rick Peppler, who we count on to answer the phones, load the food carts and distribute the 
food on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.  Thank you also to Jim Schaick, Dan Monroe, Mike Winter & Rick Peppler who help bring in 
the monthly commodities.  Thanks to Jim Sitter for traveling around securing paper bags for the pantry.
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Thank you
➢ Thank you to JASON ELLIS & NOAH WILSON for restriping the parking lot and painting the parking bumpers.

➢ Thank you to JIM SCHAICK for taking care of the outside maintenance.

➢ Thank you to CRAIG GEIGER, LEANNE MONROE, JODY SCHAICK, CORY SCHULTZ, LISA SMITH, NOAH WILSON, KIM WINTER 
& BECCA WOLF for running the projector/live streaming our worship services.

➢ Thank you to QUINN BURSACK, DEB KRAEMER, LINDA STOWE & PETER SMITH for reading scripture during worship.

➢ Thank you to ANN STARK for providing the children’s activity bags.

➢ Thank you Ray!  

➢ Thank you to LEANNE BLOEDOW for maintaining the outdoor flower pots as well as the artificial floral arrangements around the 
building.

➢ Thank you to GAIL HABLE for maintaining the headsets for the hearing loops.

➢ Thank you to RON GOLLIHER, DENNIS CHAPIN, KAREN CHAPIN, MARY DINKINS, VALERIA BASLER & MARILYN MORRISON 
for the setting up and cleaning up for coffee hour every Sunday.

➢ Thank you to CORY SCHULTZ for updating the coffee hour tv and Facebook page.

➢ Thank you to LISA SMITH for updating the website.

➢ Thank you to TOM STARK for doing all of the repair work on the walls in the upper narthex.  Thank you also for doing the maintenance 
on the labyrinth.  We would also like to thank him for his continued work in the bell tower.

➢ Thank you to CAROLYN RUKAS for painting in the hallway by the food pantry.

➢ Thank you to CAROL WIECHMAN for replenishing the supplies in the pews.The Lamplighter | August 2026
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Coming Up…
Sunday, August 2, 2026
BACK TO SCHOOL ITEMS NEED TO BE RETURNED

Tuesday, August 11, 2026
Church Council Meeting at 6:30pm

Sunday, August 23, 2026
Confirmation Parent/Student Meeting after Worship

Sunday, August 30, 2026
Noisy Collection benefitting our Sunday School Missions Project
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Sunday School
August 2026

Sunday School Scoop…

Welcome to a brand-new Sunday School year! We are so excited to welcome back familiar faces and meet new friends as we learn, grow, 
worship, and serve better together. Just like each piece of a puzzle has an important place, every child is a special part of our Sunday School 
family. We can't wait to see what God has in store for us this year!

 Rally Day – Sunday, September 13
Kick off the new Sunday School year with us on Sunday, September 13! Rally Day is a fun celebration to welcome everyone back. Children will 
meet their teachers, reconnect with friends, enjoy special activities, and begin another exciting year of growing in God's love. Come excited for 
some fun surprises!

 Sunday School Schedule
Sunday School meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.
Sunday School will be held 9:15-10:15am. Students will be dismissed after the children's story to their classrooms. Instruction will take place 
from 9:15-10:00 and children will then meet in the sanctuary from 10:00-10:15 for music.

 Better Together
This year we'll discover that life is better when we learn together, pray together, laugh together, and serve together. Every child has unique gifts, 
and when we share those gifts, our church family grows stronger. We invite every child to join us as we explore Bible stories, create fun crafts, 
sing songs, play games, and build lasting friendships while learning about God's amazing love.

 A Prayer for the New Year
Dear God, Thank You for bringing us together for another Sunday School year. Help us to be kind, welcoming, and encouraging to one another. 
May we grow in faith, make new friends, and always remember that we are better together because You are with us. Bless our teachers, 
volunteers, children, and families throughout the year.  Amen.
We are looking forward to another wonderful year of faith, friendship, and fun. Thank you for being an important part of our Sunday School 
family. Let's make this our best year yet—Better Together!

Blessings to you,  
Emily Simons 
Sunday School Superintendent      
sunday.school@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Sunday School
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting Minutes June 9, 2026
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Leanne. Opening prayer by Pastor Andi.

President’s Report: Kwik trip cards are sold out, and their price is increasing from $20 → $25 on July 30th. We’re buying 10 more cards 
now and see how well they sell. Lisa Smith recommends we stop purchasing the $50 Raise Right cards, as they’re not purchased as 
much. Council agrees and also wants to look into getting more help and/or selling the cards after service to make things easier for Lisa.

Secretary’s Report: There were some minor typos, but nothing major. Secretary’s Report accepted.

Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed May financial reports. We had a positive cash flow of $3,812.69 with a positive YTD of $4,511.26. Alliant 
Energy stock was -$1.82 this month. Major changes were payroll taxes for 2nd quarter, WPS, a transfer back to Money Market, Andi's 
Health Ins/Pension and AO Handy tuckpointing balance. Leanne asks about having a cushion with the money market account for the 
summer months when things tend to be slower. Treasurer’s Report accepted.

Pastor’s Report:  General: Lori has been in contact with Permar and I believe she has the alarm system under control. All codes should 
be entered and she has figured out who is in each of our numbered code slots. My Communities of Practice meetings are completed 
until September. Last Month:  We celebrated the Rite of Confirmation May 17 with six young people confirming their baptism. Looking 
ahead, we have 4 students that will make their confirmation next year (May 23 is next year’s confirmation date). We have the potential 
for six students to join the confirmation program as 7th graders. We will schedule a student and parent meeting in August to get a better 
idea of who will be participating. I finished my Anti-racism Training on May 18. I will be expected to continue taking a refresher course 
every 4 years. I officiated at the funeral of Sharon Wilson on May 26. This Month:  Lori is on vacation until June 18. Be aware that the 
office will not be open from 8:00- noon in her absence. Leanne and I will count money and deposit it. No one sent in any info for 
Graduation Recognition Sunday which was scheduled for June 7. Jim Wilson’s funeral is scheduled for Thursday, June 18 here at 
church. Visitation from 10-noon. Service at noon with lunch to follow. Burial at 2:30.

Vice President’s Report:  No response from the XRoads fundraiser information.

Deacon’s Report:  More wine and juice is getting ordered.

 Continued…
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting Minutes June 9, 2026   Continued…

Trustee’s Report: Bugs and roundup were sprayed, and the grass will be weed sprayed after the rain is done. Tower and screens: 
Halfway through the tuck pointing, two of the screens are fixed so far, the aluminum to remake the frames is here. Parking lot striping is 
going to be done by Noah. The back lot had a request to have someone park one vehicle there during the hunting season. Council thinks 
that we should have a limit on one car per household if we allow anyone to park there, and possibly make some sort of parking pass for 
them to put in their car to indicate they can park there. Andi will respond to the request to talk more and hash out more details, but say 
for now one car will be fine.

Old Business: Internal audit was June 2nd, documentation printed. This was done by Deb Bartel, Rene and Leanne. 

New Business: The tower costs came out to $849.36, but Lori is making sure that everything is tax exempt and the price is correct. The 
lamplighter costs $100+ to mail out every month, and we’re wondering if there’s a way to cut down on that. Currently, we think that 
keeping a bulk of the lamplighter at church and having more people get it emailed, and for those who don’t use email and need one 
dropped off looking for someone who would be willing to drop one off. Similarly, we think that emailing the office for giving statements 
would be better than sending those out, so they would be available by request but not constantly supplied. Open positions for council 
in 2027 are a trustee and the president’s position.

Next meeting is on August 11, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.
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Miscellaneous
WE STILL HAVE KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS AVAILABLE
The price of each car wash card is $40.  This is good for 5 ultimate car washes.  Pick up your card today!  Your car will thank you!  

- - - - - 

If you would like to have an article published in our monthly Lamplighter, we ask that you have your article submitted no later 
than the 15th of the month.   Your article can be emailed to Lori at lori.holland@emmanueloshkosh.org, or you can drop it off any 
weekday morning, or give the office a call 920-235-8340.  We would be happy to pass along the information you would like to 
share.  

- - - - -

Are you sitting at home sometimes wondering what should I do now?  Well, we can help with that!!  We are always looking for help in 
various areas of the church.  You can donate as much or as little time helping out as you would like.
Some areas where we need help are….

Ushering on Sunday mornings, running the projector/live streaming the worship services, reading scripture during worship, extra 
cleaning projects that are necessary around the building, selling gift cards on Sunday mornings, and working in our food pantry, just to 
name a few.  Donating your time and talent would be greatly appreciated!!  Give us a call we can find the right fit for you! 
Immediate need…..We could use extra help on Wednesday mornings in the food pantry.  Help is needed to load the carts and 
bring them up the ramp for distribution.  If you can help, please talk to Henry, or give the office a call.
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Miscellaneous
CHOIR REHEARSALS TO RESUME!!! 
We sure hope that everyone is having a great summer, but yes! It IS going fast!!!  Here we are – already talking about Fall “stuff” starting 
up again! 

We will be resuming choir rehearsals on Wednesday. Sept. 9th at the regular times:  Chime at 5:30 and Chancel at 6:15.  

CHANCEL CHOIR MEMBERS!!! Just a special note to you!  Rally Day is Sept 13th, and Emily has asked if we would be willing to help 
“kick-off” off the S/S year by singing a song WITH the S/S kids ON that day.  Of course, I said “YES”!   I have a very easy “oldie” for 
that morning, but for the sake of planning ahead – please mark your calendars for Wed. 9/9 – first rehearsal, then Sunday, 9/13 – meet 
at 8:20 to rehearse with the kids and then sing at the service.  
Just an FYI – I did purchase a couple of new pieces over the summer that I am really excited about, so just letting you know!  Keep 
on enjoying your summer and we’ll be seeing each other soon!!! 
      Mary & Lisa

Fellowship Committee…
We are still looking for volunteers interested in forming a Fellowship Committee.  Pastor Andi’s vision is to have a committee plan a 
couple of things like a pancake breakfast, dinner, an outing, to name a few.  Please prayerfully consider being a part of this committee 
and bringing Emmanuel closer together sharing in fellowship and fun!
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Miscellaneous
If you have any questions or concerns for the Church Council, Memorial and Endowment Committee and Pastoral Relations Committee, 
please find the contact information below: 

Please consider volunteering for any of these committees, please contact the church office 235-8340 if you are interested.

Church Council

Leanne Monroe Zach Wolf

Rene Rogers Dan Rogers

Debra Kraemer Earl Dorst

Leanne Bloedow Laurie Dorst

Craig Geiger Noah Wilson

Tom Stark Jim Schaick

Memorial/Endowment Committee: 

Jeff Stark Ann Stark

Deb Bartel Sherri Annis

Sandy Golliher Margaret Yoder

Emily Reyes

Pastoral Relations Committee:

Sandra Golliher Kay Lund

Julie Barthels Lori Potratz

Faith Lueck
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Calendar
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Click HERE for our online calendar. 
A Note From Pastor

Ushers

Treasurer’s Nook

RaiseRight

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top

https://www.emmanueloshkosh.org/get-involved/calendar.cfm


Youtube Logo Circle PNGs for Free Download

Additional Resources

facebook_1.png
online.png

 We’d love to hear from you!

 Click here to give us your feedback.

 Visit us on social media.
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