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Pastor Andi’s Message

April 2026

Family game night is a thing in our house. There is no set schedule, but when a few of us are together, we will often play a game
together. Last week we played an autopsy forensic mystery game. And | won! | remember the days when | won (or could have won if |
wanted) most of the time. It wasn’t that | was smarter, but since | had lived so many more years | just knew more ‘stuff’ These days my
wins are fewer and hard fought.

| don’t like losing—I don’t think anyone does. And while | did ‘throw’ a game a number of times, so the kids didn’t get too discouraged, |
let them lose regularly. It builds character and shows them that things don’t always go their way. Learning to lose—and win—graciously,
is a significant part of life.

In general, acknowledging that someone might have been better or smarter is important, as is owning up to the mistakes or
misjudgments that you made that might have contributed to your defeat. | am not a big fan of people who cannot, or will not, take
responsibility for their own mistakes. Only small-minded people cannot admit they were wrong or that someone else was simply better.
Sometimes that is just a mighty character flaw: other times it can have major consequences.

As we approach Easter, we will spend a little time with Peter. You remember Peter—he was outspoken and confident. When Jesus
predicted his death, Peter rebuked him. When Jesus stated that all the disciples would desert him, Peter disagreed. And then he
doubled-down, saying, ‘Even if everyone else deserts you, | will never desert you. (Matthew 26:33) We all know how that turned out.
Peter does, in fact, desert him out of fear. Then he turns back to follow at a distance to keep an eye on what is going on. While there he
is asked three different times if he knows Jesus. He denies knowing him all three times. Every. Single. Time. Even though Jesus had
warned him of this very scenario, Peter fails.

But for Peter there is a moment of realization. Caught up in the moment he is afraid of being arrested so he denies knowing his Lord.
Caught up in the moment, he says things he wishes he could take back. He has the opportunity right away to ‘right’ his initial denial but
does not take it. He sticks with the lie; he carries out the denial. Deny, deny, deny.

Continued...
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Pastor Andi’s Message

Deep down he has to know this is wrong, but self-preservation wins out over being faithful. Deep down Peter has to know what he is
saying is bad, but once he speaks the denial, he sticks with it. Caught up in the moment...but something (a rooster crowing) snaps him
back to reality—to what he has just done. Guilt and shame wash over him, and he breaks down, weeping at what he has done.

Lent, | believe, is about listening for the rooster crowing. It is about taking a step back and seeing our actions and words for what they
are. It is being repentant and acknowledging that our words and actions have hurt others, whether we intended it or not. But Easter...
Easter is about something far greater than our sin. Easter is about grace and mercy delivered in love. Easter means because the tomb is
empty our hearts are filled. The joy of the empty tomb requires us to dig deep and acknowledge our sin—those times we said or did
something we should not have as well as the times we did not say or do something we know we should have. In those moments, we
can learn, we can grow, and we build character and faith.

| hope you all will join me at the empty tomb, but | pray also that you will join me in the hard work of remembering the passion of Holy
Week as well. Together we can marvel at the grace and mercy delivered to each of us, and all of us, in the love of our God. Amen.

We all have our courtyards. Use this Lenten journey to get prepared for yours.

Pactor ude

pastor.andi@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Ushers

APRIL USHER SCHEDULE

Maundy Thursday, April 2 —7:00pm

Good Friday, April 3—1:00pm

Easter Sunday, April 5 — 7:30am
9:00am

Sunday, April 12 -

Sunday, April 19 -

Sunday, April 26 —

Brad & Liz Schultz

Rene Rogers

Ron & Sandra Golliher
Randy & Connie Whittaker
Dan & Rene Rogers

Brad & Liz Schultz
Volunteers are Needed

USHERS

Emmanuel
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Treasurer’s Nook

Starting February 2026 cash flow at positive 8,438

Thank you to all that participated in the Raise Right program which will also include carwash cards for sale to help keep your cars clean
of salt through winter. We have our next fund raiser coming soon. If you have any questions regarding the Raise Right program stop at
the desk before the service on Sunday morning or give our office a call.

February 2026 Results

The Numbers Monthly Budget | Monthly Actual | YTD Budget | YTD Actual
Direct Giving 17,652 26,108 35,249 41,040
Other Income 5,238 1,356 9,335 5,477
Total Income 22,890 27,464 44,584 46,517
Total Expenses 23,012 19,026 47,862 41,740
Cashflow/(Deficit) (122) 8,438) (3,278) 4,777

W@W
Rene Rogers
Treasurer

Emmanuel
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RaiseRight - Gift Cards

Gift card orders are due on Sunday, April 5" by Noon.

We will give you a call or email when your cards are here.
Please consider participating in the RaiseRight program if you aren’t already doing so. This program generates income on a regular basis
for Emmanuel just by purchasing gift cards for places that you probably already frequent. If you have any questions about the program

Lisa Smith or Leanne Monroe would be happy to help.

Thank you to Lisa Smith & Leanne Monroe for managing the program. Thank you to Margaret Yoder & Sandra Golliher for selling gift
cards on Sunday mornings.

RaiseRight.
emmanuel

United Church of Christ
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Food Pantry

Food Pantry Update... April 2026

During the month of February 85 families came to our pantry. 164 adults and 129 children were served. 10 new families participated in
our pantry.

Thank you to everyone for continuing to bring in non-perishable food items from the BOGO sales that are going on at the grocery stores.
We are grateful for everything we receive to help fill our shelves. Our government commodities have been decreased substantially, but
the need is still there to help those in our community who are facing food insecurity, so everything helps!

We would like to thank Red’s Piggly Wiggly, Festival Foods and Silver Creek Meats and Craig Geiger and 4lmprint for their
continued support of our pantry.

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers for continuing to give of their time and talents to this important ministry of Emmanuel. Thank you
to Henry Caron, Jody Schaick, Ray Hitz, Gail Hable, Sandy Folske, Sherry Peppler, Carol Wiechman, Deb Kraemer, Lisa Smith,
Kim Winter, Meg Hable, Peter Smith, Brad Schultz, Rick Peppler, Jim Schaick and Dan Monroe.

We could always use help in the food pantry. If you are curious as to how everything works, stop in on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday
morning between 8am and 9:45am and check it out. It might be something you would love to do and we would love to have you!

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the Letter Carrier Food Drive which will be held on May 9t, 2026. \We can always use as
many people as possible to help out! Call the church office if you would like more information.

Emmanuel

United Church of Christ
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Thank you

+¢ Thank you to Craig Geiger, Leanne Monroe, Jody Schaick, Brooklyn Schultz, Cory Schultz, Lisa Smith and Kim Winter for
running the projector and live streaming our worship services.

+¢ Thank you to Julie Barthels, Quinn Bursack, Deb Kraemer & Peter Smith for reading scripture during worship.
+¢ Thank you to Tom Stark & Jeff Stark for reinforcing the floors and ladders in the bell tower.

+¢ Thank you to Valeria Basler & Carolyn Rukas for cleaning and painting in the bell tower.

+ Thank you Ray!! &

+¢ Thank you to Ann Stark for supplying the children’s activity bags.

+¢ Thank you to Cory Schultz for updating the lower narthex tv.

+¢ Thank you to Lisa Smith & Cory Schultz for maintaining our Facebook page and website.

+¢ Thank you to Dennis & Karen Chapin, Ron Golliher, Mary Dinkins, Valeria Basler and Marilyn Morrison for your help with coffee
hour on Sunday mornings. We appreciate all that you do!

+¢ Thank you to Meg Hable for organizing and cleaning the historical room.
+¢ Thank you to Carol Wiechman for keeping the pews stocked with pencils, envelopes and information cards.

+»» We would like to thank Connie Whittaker for all the work that she has done this past year as the custodian at Emmanuel. Connie
has made the difficult decision to step down from the custodial position. We wish you all the best Connie!

Emmanuel
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Coming Up...

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday Worship
Sunday, March 29| 9:00am

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 2 | 7:00pm Worship with Communion

Good Friday Worship
Friday, April 3| 1:00pm

Easter Sunday Worship with Communion
Sunday, April 5| 7:30am & 9:00am

CHIME CHOIR & CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSALS
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 5:30PM & 6:30PM

CONFIRMATION WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 6:00PM
NO CONFIRMATION ON APRIL 1ST

CHURCH COUNCIL - TUESDAY, APRIL 14™ AT 6:30PM
WISCONSIN CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING
APRIL 10-11 GREEN LAKE CONFERENCE CENTER

Would you be interested in representing Emmanuel at the Annual Meeting? Contact Pastor Andi or the church office for more
information.

Emmanuel

United Church of Christ
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Sunday School

April 2026
Hello Sunday School Families!

Spring is in the air, Easter is around the corner, and we are celebrating a wonderful truth with our kids this season: no bunny loves us like God
does! God’s love for us is bigger than any basket, sweeter than any chocolate, and lasts forever. This month we will be talking about friendship
with Jesus and how much He cares for each of us. The Bible reminds us of something amazing: “l no longer call you servants... Instead, | have
called you friends.” - John 15:15

How special is that? Jesus calls us His friends! Just like we love and care for our friends, Jesus loves and cares for us every single day.

And the best news of all at Easter is:
“Jesus hasrisen... tell your peeps!” 4
We celebrate that Jesus is alive and that His love brings us hope, joy, and new life.

£ Family Activity Idea: Easter Story Snack Mix

Make a fun shack together while telling the Easter story!
You’ll need:

Pretzel sticks - the cross

Mini marshmallows - the stone rolled away

Goldfish crackers — “fishers of people” / disciples
Chocolate eggs or jelly beans — new life

Cheerios or cereal — the crown of thorns

Continued...

Emmanuel
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Sunday School

April 2026

How to do it:
Add each ingredient to a bowl and talk about how it connects to the story of Jesus. Mix it together and enjoy while sharing why Easter is so
special!

% Upcoming Dates

March 22 No Sunday School — Spring Break

April5 7 Easter Egg Hunt following worship

Location: Fellowship Hall

We love seeing your children each week as they learn about God’s love, build friendships, and grow in faith. Thank you for being such an
important part of our Sunday School family!

Mission project: We are doing very well with collecting items for the care closet at a local elementary school. Please continue to bring in items
to help further our mission!

We can’t wait to see you soon!

Blessings to you,

5 ; <
Sunday School Superintendent
sunday.school@emmanueloshkosh.org

Emmanuel

United Church of Christ
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MARCH MEMORIAL & HONORARIUM REPORT
A Note From Pastor

In loving memory of MARY RAPP

Ushers A gift to the Food Pantry by

Earl & Laurie Dorst Jim & Jody Schaick
Treasurer’s Nook Kay Bloesl Susan Sedlachek

Debra Kraemer Thomas & Susan Bruski
RaiseRight John & Jeanne Costabile Victoria Sadoff

Jeff & Ann Stark James & Christine Rescheske
Food Pa ntry Dan & Rene Rogers Clifford & Lynette Bird

Dan & Leanne Monroe John Nigl
Thankyoul! Tony & Judy Ambroso Mike & Kim Winter

Al & Jan Schaick Sally Widzinski
Comin,q up... Rick & Shelly Peppler Paul Mathwig

Susan Bovinet Mike & Alice Peppler
Sundav School Jeff & Stephanie Kintopf & Family

Memorials & Honorarium

In loving memory of KEITH CORY

A gift to the Memorial Fund by y %
Church Council g:tgf&Lﬁng“;g?;‘”me L =] [ J
Miscellaneous
Calendar
Back to Top
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Church Council

Highlighted Church Council Meeting Minutes March 10, 2026
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Leanne. Opening prayer by Pastor Andi.

President’s Report: Culver’s fundraiser is happening Tuesday, April 28. We have sold 114 out of our 600 candy bars so far. Car wash
cards - Lori ordered some more. Custodian Replacement: Connie is stepping away from the position due to unforeseen circumstances.
Valeria Basler was interested in the position, so council approved motion to offer her the job.

Secretary’s Report: A few corrections and the report was accepted.

Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed February financial reports. We had a positive cash flow of +8,437.82 with a positive YTD of $4,776.22.
Alliant Energy stock was +6.43 this month. Majority of expenses for the month were Payroll taxes, WPS, Andi’s Health
Insurance/Pension and Bartels Farm Snow Plowing. Treasurer’s Report accepted as printed.

Pastor’s Report: General: The Lenten book study of “An Unlikely Lent” by Rachel Billups is going well. We have a class of 11. We will
meet again next week, March 17, skip the week | am on vacation, and have our last class on March 24. | ordered a new headphone mic.
There are funds available to cover the cost (less than $23.10) in the Memorial Fund, but they would need to be officially requested by
the council. | will also be ordering a second backup mic. Mary Rapp’s Memorial Gathering on March 15 has been cancelled due to
inclement weather. Peter Smith will be providing pulpit supply while | am on vacation. | would like us to form 2 new committees: an
Altar Committee and a Fellowship Committee. The Altar Committee would be tasked initially with creating visual pieces for the altar
and general worship space. We would start with special services (Easter, Pentecost, Confirmation, World Communion Sunday,
Christmas...) and go from there as the members felt inspired. This committee would need to have an eye for decoration and be able to
work together. The Fellowship Committee would be tasked with planning a couple of fellowship opportunities each year—think a
pancake breakfast and a dinner or something like that. | will ask for volunteers and if no one offers to do the work of planning activities |
will just have to guess those things aren’t important to the congregation. We have to start having more people involved with the work of
the church or we risk being a consumer church where people come not to give and share but to consume what others offer. Those
churches don’t last long—nor do churches that rely on only a couple of people to do the work of the church. Last Month: | officiated at
the funeral of Keith Cory February 20. This Month: Holy Week services are Maundy Thursday @ 7:00 and Good Friday @ 1:00. Easter
services will be the same as last year; 7:30 and 9:00. The kids’ Easter Egg Hunt will be after the 9:00 service. For the Future: Wisconsin
Conference Annual Meeting is April 10-11 at the Green Lake Conference Center. | will be attending and we ca?ve 2 additional l

delegates. Continued... m m anue

United Church of Christ
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Church Council

Highlighted Church Council Meeting Minutes March 10, 2026 ...Continued

Deacon’s Report: The sacristy seems a little dark, the trustees are going to go look at the lightbulb in it to make sure it doesn’t need to
be changed.

Trustee’s Report: The money for the tuck pointing and roof inspection was approved by the Memorial and Endowment Committee, so
Craig will start calling to set up those appointments. Tom ordered replacements for the spotlights in the sanctuary. Tom was wondering
about incorporating other people into tasks around the church for things like painting. The council was all for this! April is when the work
on the bell tower is expected to be started.

Old Business: Red Robin is very open with their fundraiser dates, so we are waiting for them to see about other things (like Culver’s)
first. Lambeau Field had some info on different volunteering opportunities. Jim and Jody will look into it a bit more, but it feels like it
won’t be a match.

New Business: Deb asked, and the council discussed, reviewing membership rolls. Audit- Last time we did one was April 11, 2024.
Council seemed agreeable to getting some people together to do another one this year, setting it for every 2 years. Mary brought forth an
opportunity for the musician, Peter Mayer, to play at our church. Council is unsure as to whether a concert would be the best idea at our
church as we don’t have the planning set in place and decided to encourage another venue is able.

Good & Welfare: Ushers -There is a sign-up genius for this, but we will talk with Lori and see how to best streamline the sign-up
process and make sure people know how to.

Meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.

Next meeting is on April 14, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.

Emmanuel

United Church of Christ
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Miscellaneous

Please help us out....

We are asking for your help, if your child is using the restroom, please make sure that you are there to make sure they flush after using
the facilities. As adults, sometimes we may need to flush twice just to make sure everything is taken care of. With a custodian not on
site everyday to check things, sometimes this is an issue that has been left sitting around for a while. Thanks for your help!

Check out our website emmanueloshkosh.org for opportunities to volunteer on Sunday mornings by using SighUpGenius. Click on Get
Involved and sign up to help run the projector, participate in worship by being a Liturgist or if you would like to be an usher. Sign up
today! It’s easy to do!

As pre-worship time gets increasingly hectic, a reminder that if you have a prayer concern that is very important for you to
share, please write it down and give it to Pastor Andi at least 10 minutes before worship begins, or place it on the pulpit. Thank
you!

Are you having a procedure or surgery in the near future? Please
contact the church office (920-235-8340) and let us know. Pastor
Andi would like to make sure she is there for you and your family.
If you mention it on a Sunday morning, she might forget. Due to
HIPAA the hospital is not allowed to call and let us know if you are
a patient or not. Thank you for your help!

Do you have a concern you would like offered up in prayer? You can enter your request on our website at emmanueloshkosh.org. You
can also call the church office at 920-235-8340 any weekday morning.

We are still collecting metal tabs from beverage cans for the Ronald McDonald House in Wisconsin. You can bring them in and drop
them off in the office or in the little white church in the upper narthex. Thank you to EARL & LAURIE DORST for picking up and
delivering these to St. Paul.

Emmanuel

United Church of Christ
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Miscellaneous

All are welcome! United Church Camps Inc. (UCCI) invites you to the sacred experience of gathering at
Moon Beach, Daycholah Center, and Cedar Valley. In these places set apart you will be warmly welcomed
by a loving community and have the time to recharge and connect deeply with God, nature, and each other.
Registration for all 2026 events are now open. Check out all that is offered at these different camps by going
on the UCCl.org website. Financial help is available. If you are interested, contact the church office.

OUTDOOR MINISTRY

WE STILL HAVE KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS AVAILABLE
The price of each car wash card is $40. This is good for 5 ultimate car washes. Pick up your card today! Your car will be happy!!

We Have Vande Walle’s Candy Bars!!!
While supplies last we will be selling VandeWalles candy bars for $2 each. The candy bars will be sold on Sundays, or weekday
mornings in the church office.

COMING IN MAY

Letter Carrier Food Drive | Saturday, May 9, 2026

Volunteers will be needed for driving the routes and collecting the food, for receiving the food here at church as well as sorters once the
food is all here at Emmanuel. Please consider helping us out!

Emmanuel

United Church of Christ
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Miscellaneous

We will be placing another brick order in June. If you would like to order a brick to be placed in the labyrinth this summer, please

use the form below.

The bricks that are available are in the 4x8 size three lines, 11 characters per line including spaces.
The cost per brick is $60.00 (this includes engraving and return postage)

If you would like to purchase a brick in honor or memory of a loved one, please fill out the order blank below. If you have any questions,

please contact the church office at 920-235-8340 or by email at office@emmanueloshkosh.org.

# of Bricks

Honor, Memory
of or_..

First
Name(s)

Last
Name

Please include your name:

Number of bricks you would like to purchase

Amount Due

Emmanuel

United Church of Christ
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Miscellaneous

If you have any questions or concerns for the Church Council, Memorial and Endowment Committee and Pastoral Relations Committee,

please find the contact information below:

Church Council
Leanne Monroe Zach Wolf
Rene Rogers Dan Rogers
Debra Kraemer Earl Dorst

Leanne Bloedow Laurie Dorst
Craig Geiger Noah Wilson

Tom Stark Jim Schaick

Memorial/Endowment Committee:

Gerry Keuler Ann Stark

Deb Bartel Jeff Stark
Sandy Golliher Margaret Yoder
Emily Reyes

Pastoral Relations Committee:

Sandra Golliher
Julie Barthels

Faith Lueck

Kay Lund

Lori Potratz

Please consider volunteering for any of these committees, please contact the church office 235-8340 if you are interested.

Emmanuel

United Church of Christ



relamplighter

A Note From Pastor

Ushers

Treasurer’s Nook

RaiseRight

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up...

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top

The Lamplighter | April 2026

Calendar

Click HERE for our online calendar.

Emmanuel
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http://www.facebook.com/emmanueloshkosh
http://www.emmanueloshkosh.org/
http://www.vimeo.com/emmanueloshkosh
mailto:office@emmanueloshkosh.org
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