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Hearing Loop Installed in Sanctuary.
Switch Hearing Aid to Telecoil. 



Sunday, February 8, 2026

10:05a | In the Sanctuary

Agenda
1. Recognition of Church Council

2. Approval of Non-Financial Reports

3. Approval of 2025 Financial Reports

4. Old Business

5. Approval of Budget for 2026

6. Good & Welfare
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February 2026

For the first time in a very long time, I had all my Christmas decorations down in the beginning of January. In all honesty, I don’t put a 
whole lot up besides a tree, stockings and a few things here and there. But it is rare that I take it down before the end of January. There is 
no real reason other than I had the time and the inclination. So, Christmas at the Wolf house is all packed away. Now we are following 
the star and trying to remain open to the epiphanies God sends.

We are now a few weeks into this new year, and I have no idea what lies up around the bend. We all know there is something up there, 
but we just can’t make out what, exactly, it is. Is it good? Is it a challenge we didn’t anticipate? Who knows!? The funny thing is that 
sometimes that ‘not knowing’ brings anxiety and other times hopeful anticipation. And the way the ‘not knowing’ affects us has more to 
do with us than the actual circumstances around us. This is one reality in life that always amazes me. We have more control over some 
things than we ever imagined but focus on trying to control the things that were never ours to control!

We have a certain amount of control over our own thoughts, feelings and responses. We don’t have control over external 
circumstances…or others. And yet we consistently try to change others rather than work on ourselves. Strange…
Or is it? Trying to change the things about ourselves that need some work is, well, work! We don’t want to change the way we eat or how 
much we exercise. We don’t want to be challenged to see the world differently or attempt to understand people who think differently 
than we do. That takes a lot of effort. We are happy to talk about obedience and faithful discipline as it relates to others’ walk with 
Jesus. But when it comes to us and the ways we aren’t keeping the commands then we are quick to offer excuses and justifications for 
our behavior.

I will always remember my ethics professor reminding us that just because our behavior falls within the parameters of man’s law, and 
just because our acts might be justified by the circumstances around us, does not make them right with God. Bad behavior we have 
justified to other humans is not bad behavior that has been forgiven by God. I have chewed on that lesson for over 30 years.
This Lent I invite you to walk a path of obedience and discipline. Not a path that simply denies us the things we enjoy, but one that dives 
deeper into why we are called to be obedient. I invite you to pray often and listen intently. Open your heart and your mind. God’s 
revelations only come to those open to seeing, hearing or experiencing the Divine. Let’s make an effort to be open to the urging of the 
Spirit, even if the message is a challenge to hear. Actually, let’s be open to the urging of the spirit especially if it’s a challenge to hear. For 
God’s ways and thoughts are not always our ways and thoughts. So, if the message you hear sounds exactly like you and agrees with 
you all the time, you probably aren’t hearing God clearly. The obedience of a disciple calls us to step back from our own perspective so 
we can begin to see God’s. That, my friends, calls for strength and courage. But these steps we begin to take in Lent can lead and 
change us for a lifetime.

Pastor Andi pastor.andi@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Ushers
You can sign up for ushering on our website in the “get Involved” Section. You can also call the church office if you are interested in 
ushering. 

Please consider signing up! 

FEBRUARY USHER SCHEDULE
Sunday, February 1st – Ron & Sandra Golliher
Sunday, February 8th – Dan & Rene Rogers
Sunday, February 15th – Brad & Liz Schultz
Sunday, February 22nd – Mike & Alice Peppler

Would you like to be an Usher?  Please sign up online at Get Involved on our website, emmanueloshkosh.org.
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Treasurer’s Nook
Hope everyone has made it through the first month of the 2026.

Ending 2025 December cash flow is at negative for the month ($1,490) and year ($10,732.)   

Thank you to all that participated in the Raise Right program which will also include carwash cards for sale to help keep your cars clean 
of salt through winter. We had our first fund raiser dining out at Pizza Ranch with many more to come throughout the year.   If you have 
any questions regarding the script program stop at the desk before the service on Sunday morning or give our office a call.

December  2025 Results

Rene Rogers
Rene Rogers
Treasurer
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The Numbers Monthly Budget Monthly Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual
Direct Giving 17,337 22,428 206,650 199,155

Other Income 6,488 5,478 52,950 65,798

Total Income 23,825 27,906 259,600 264,953

Total Expenses 25,315 31,675 272,660 275,685

Cashflow/(Deficit) (1,490) (3,769) (13,060) (10,732)
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RaiseRight – Gift Cards
RAISERIGHT GIFT CARD ORDERS ARE DUE ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2026

Please remember to have your order in no later then Sunday the 1st by 5:00pm. 

We will call or email you when your gift cards have arrived.

Please remember we have a limited supply of gift cards available in the church office weekday mornings and also on Sunday mornings.

The Raise Right program is a great way to raise money for Emmanuel.  If you don’t already participate in the program, please consider 
doing so.

Thank you to Leanne Monroe & Lisa Smith for managing and placing the orders.  Thank you to Margaret Yoder & Sandy Golliher for 
selling the cards on Sunday morning.
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Food Pantry
Food Pantry Update…

We were very fortunate to receive a generous amount of non-perishable food items through the Celebration of Lights in December.  
However, that food won’t last long!  If you see any good sales at the grocery store, please pick up a little extra for the pantry.  We can 
always use, soup, canned pasta meals, peanut butter, cereal and any other non-perishable food item you see.  We would like to thank 
everyone for their continued support of this much needed mission of Emmanuel.

55 families were helped during the month of December.  111 adults and 85 children were served.  3 families were new to our pantry.  
The numbers were lower in December due to being closed on Wednesday and Friday during the holiday weeks.

Thank you to our dedicated volunteers who continue to donate their time and talents to our food pantry.  Thank you to Henry Caron, 
Ray Hitz, Gail Hable, Sherry Peppler, Sandy Folske, Carol Wiechman, Deb Kraemer, Lisa Smith, Peter Smith, Jody Schaick, Jim 
Schaick, Meg Hable, Brad Schultz, Rick Peppler Mike Winter, Kim Winter and Dan Monroe.  Thank you to Jim Sitter for collecting 
paper bags from the grocery stores around town.

We would also like to thank our community supporters, Red’s Piggly Wiggly, Festival Foods, Craig Geiger & 4Imprint, Karmali’s Bar 
& Grill, JJ Keller, Silver Creek Meats and Pick N Save.  

We are always in need of help in the pantry.  If you would like to check it out and consider volunteering some time, you are welcome to 
stop in any time between 8am and 10am on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings to see what it is all about.  
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Thank you
• Many thanks to Craig Geiger, Leanne Monroe, Brooklyn Schultz, Cory Schultz, Lisa Smith, Noah Wilson and Kim Winter for 

running the projector and live streaming our worship services.

• Thank you to Deb Kraemer, Candy McGinnis Stark and Linda Stowe for reading scripture during worship.

• Thank you to Lisa Keuler, Leanne Monroe, Laurie Dorst, Ray Hitz, Gail Hable, Meg Hable, Val Basler and Carolyn Rukas for 
helping with the take and clean up of all of the Christmas decorations.

• Thank you to Dennis & Karen Chapin, Ron Golliher, Mary Dinkins, Marilyn Morrison & Val Basler for setting up, cleaning up, 
making the coffee and picking up the donuts so that everyone can enjoy fellowship during coffee hour on Sunday mornings.

• Thank you to Cory Schultz for updating the announcements on the lower narthex tv.

• Thank you to Lisa Smith & Cory Schultz for keeping our website and Facebook page up to date.

• Thank you to Ann Stark for providing the children’s activity bags.

• Thank you to Tom Stark & Craig Geiger for repairing the window in the steeple.

• Thank you to Jim Schaick, Gail Hable & Tom Stark for your help with the snow removal.

• Thank you Ray!  

• Thank you to Jim Schaick for redoing the bathroom by the nursery.  It looks great!

Thank you to our many volunteers who continue to help with the maintenance around the building as well as seeing something that 
needs to be done and get the job done!
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Coming Up…
CHIME CHOIR REHEARSAL

Wednesdays at 5:30p

(2/18 – 5:00p) 

CONFIRMATION

Wednesdays at 6:00p

CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSAL

Wednesdays at 6:30p

(2/18 – 6:00p)

THURSDAY EVENING WORSHIP BEGINS AGAIN

Thursday, February 5th at 6:30p

ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday, February 8th at 10:05a in the Sanctuary

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, February 10 at 6:30p

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday, February 8th & 22nd at 10:00a

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

Tuesday, February 17th & 24th at 12:00p

March 3rd, 10th, 27th & 24th at 12:00p

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION & IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Wednesday, February 18th at 7:00pm

We will not be having weekly Lenten worship services.   
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Sunday School
February 2026

Sunday School Scoop…
February is all about love—and the best love of all comes from God! This month in Sunday School, we will learn that God is love and 
that His love lives in our hearts every day. Just like a puzzle piece fits perfectly, love is an important piece of who God made us to be!
The Bible tells us, “God fills me with power, love, and self-control” (2 Timothy 1:7). That means God helps us be brave, kind, and 
make loving choices—even when it’s hard. We’ll also talk about how God can help us feel calm and peaceful inside because “God’s 
peace fills my heart” (Philippians 4:7).

At Home Idea:

This Week, Our Family Will:
 Say one kind thing to each other every day
 Help someone without being asked
 Pray together and thank God for His love

Families can place the heart on the fridge and talk about how they showed love during the week.

Most of all, in February let's remember to practice how to love one another—by sharing, using kind words, helping our friends, and 
showing God’s love wherever we go. We can show love at home, at school, and in Sunday School because God loves us first! We can’t 
wait to learn and grow together in God’s amazing love 

Remember to bring in personal care items for our mission project!

Blessings to you,

Emily Simons
Sunday School Superintendent 
sunday.school@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting, December 9, 2025
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Leanne. Opening prayer by Pastor Andi.
President’s Report: 68 Candy Bars left. Thank you, Linda Stowe for your time on the council! And welcome to Leanne Bloedow. 
Council discussed whether or not we should get roller blinds to replace the current lower narthex blinds. Council will get some 
samples of different blinds from Lowe’s to look at self-install. Leanne gave a Contact sheet/Term sheet update.
Secretary’s Report: Included Leanne B. in the minutes, and fixed some small typos. Minutes were accepted as corrected.
Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed November financial reports. We had a positive cash flow of 3,380.17 with a negative YTD of -6,962.75. 
Alliant Energy stock was +$2.65 this month. Majority of expenses for the month were Payroll taxes for 4th quarter, WPS and Andi's 
Health Ins/Pension. Treasurer’s Report was accepted as printed.
Pastor’s Report: General: I have Connie Whittaker’s evaluation completed. The Advent Bible Study is going well. We finished our third 
session. Next Tuesday is our last class of this study. Thanksgiving Eve service went well. Thank you to all who decorated the church for 
Christmas. We might want to have a better defined plan moving forward. Last Month: November 29 I officiated Lee Burton’s funeral. 
This Month: I participated at the Peace Light ecumenical prayer service at the Jesuit Retreat Center Sunday, December 7. I have brought 
the light home with me and will bring it to church for the rest of the advent and Christmas season. December 7 we had our monthly Sr. 
High Youth Meeting. The Oshkosh North Madrigal Singers are scheduled for December 14 at 8:45am. That is also the Sunday School 
program date.
Christmas Eve Services will be at 3:00 and 5:00, just as they were last year.
Vice President’s Report: Key log is being updated.
Deacon’s Report: Some differences with how the deacons will deal with consecrated communion wine left after worship –it will be 
collected to refill travel communion kits.
Trustee’s Report: Craig is getting a couple more bids on tuck pointing for proposal at annual meeting from A O Handy - repairs (bid 
waiting), Top Notch tuck pointing - repairs on east wall and price on needed on whole church (bid waiting), Rock Solid (received last 
month). Discussed finding something to do with the old fellowship hall chairs in closet.
Old Business: AT&T internet is set up and the speeds are faster. Need to switch from the old WiFi to the new one.
New Business: Donation request - Somebody wants to donate a Shark carpet shampooer. Council approved the donation. Budget 
discussion pointed out a big increase in insurance. Deb will look into a Tamara’s fundraiser. Will order candy bars again for later in the 
spring. Council approved ordering more Kwik Trip car wash cards.
Good & Welfare: Pizza Ranch 1/26/26 fundraiser-we will need some help!
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.  
Next meeting is on Jan 13, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting Minutes January 13, 2025
Meeting called to order by Leanne M. Opening prayer by Pastor Andi.

President’s Report: All candy bars have been sold! Pizza Ranch fundraiser, 1/26/26 - Still need volunteers!
Jim painted/fixed up the bathroom between the nursery/multipurpose room. For the Annual Meeting, Craig has some tuck pointing & 
roof repair figures to present to the congregation. Bell tower discussion after this month’s disrepair.

Secretary’s Report:  Some of the trustees were not listed as “Present”. Minutes accepted as corrected.
Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed November financial reports. We had a negative cash flow of -$3,769.21 with a negative YTD of -
$10,731.96. Alliant Energy stock was -$3.70 this month. Majority of expenses for the month were Payroll taxes for 4th quarter, WPS, 
Guide One Insurance inc workmans comp and Andi's Health Ins/Pension. Treasurers Report accepted as printed.

Pastor’s Report: General: This year I am due to complete both Boundary Training and Anti-racism training. I will be taking Boundary 
Training on January 29 from 9:00a-3:00p and Anti-Racism Training in the spring, April 27, May 11 and 18 from 10:00 to noon. Cost for 
the two courses is $185. Last Month: Celebration of Lights seemed to be a success. Thanks to all who collected food at the EAA 
grounds and those who sorted and put it away. It looked like a lot of food was handled! Next year if the powers that be follow the same 
protocol, we will have the week after Christmas. Christmas Eve services went well. The first service was well attended and the second 
service had more people than last year. For the Future: Thursday Services begin Feb 5. Feb 18 is Ash Wednesday. We will do a 7:00 
service with Imposition of Ashes. There will not be weekly Lenten services. I really didn’t hear anything good or bad from last year when 
we stopped having Lenten services. I will do a weekly address on Wednesdays during Lent that is posted online. I will get with Cory 
about the best way to do that. I will also do a weekly Bible/Book Study on Tuesdays at noon. It will run from February 17-March 17 or 
24. I am requesting vacation for March 20-28.

Vice President’s Report:  Key log is fully updated!

Deacon’s Report: New communion schedule is posted. Deb is looking at redoing the Xmas eve prep, seeing if there are any ways to 
make it flow a little more seamlessly.

Continued…
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting Minutes January 13, 2025  …continued

Trustee’s Report: Mary’s Plaque is up! Bell tower shutters broke: Screens need to be specially made and replaced, The shutter itself 
was bent, but may be salvageable, Ribs up in the tower also need to be straightened/fixed, also needs a good cleaning. Mainly a spring 
project!

Old Business: Blinds - Jim got some blinds from Walmart, two different colors to show council, a dark and a light. Council approved the 
darker colored blinds for all 7 lower narthex windows. Will request remaining funds from M&E.

New Business: Proposed budget for 2026 accepted. Looking to restructure how we do Christmas decorations, Leanne B said she’d 
gladly volunteer to help/lead! 

Good & Welfare: Guest book - when someone signs it, we do send out a little card (which was shared with council). Leanne M was 
informed another church puts their bulletin on their Facebook, food for thought. More food for thought - Dan was asked about putting 
our service times on the sign outside as opposed to only on the door.

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.  Next meeting is on February 10, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
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Miscellaneous
 Coming in March… Noisy Collection, Sunday, March 29, 2026 Benefitting our Sunday School missions, 
 Save your coins and let’s make some noise!

 KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS ARE AVAILABLE ONCE AGAIN
 The price of each car wash card is $40.  This is good for 5 ultimate car washes.  Pick up a card today in the church 

office weekday mornings or at the Raise Right table on Sunday morning.  Get that winter grime off your car and 
make it shine!

 Window Blinds Available…
 The Church Council voted to replace the blinds in the lower narthex.  If you would be interested in the old blinds 

(pictured here), they are available to anyone who would like them.  Contact the church office if you are interested.

WE WILL HAVE A LIMITED SUPPLY OF LENTEN SELF DENIAL FOLDERS 
AVAILABLE IN THE UPPER NARTHEX

FOR THOSE OF YOU WANTING TO FILL THEM
DURING LENT AS PART OF YOUR LENTEN DISCIPLINE

 The “Tree Girls” would like to thank everyone who so generously donated to The Giving Tree.”  Lots of warm adult items 
went to the Day-By-Day Warming Shelter, while small scarves, hats and mittens went to several schools for children 
who came without…and some went to Father Carr’s.  All were very much appreciated.  (Just so you know, we are 

planning this again this year…and this is the perfect time to find sales on these items.  They can be put in our donation bag in the lower 
narthex closet all year!)
   Thanks again!!
    Marilyn, Carolyn & Valeria

The Lamplighter | February 2026

A Note From Pastor

Ushers

Treasurer’s Nook

RaiseRight

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top



Miscellaneous
2025 GIVING STATEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE UPPER NARTHEX
If you would like to have your statement emailed or mailed to you, please contact the church office.

 We are still collecting metal tabs from beverage cans for the Ronald McDonald House in Wisconsin.  You can bring them 
in and drop them off in the office or in the little white church in the upper narthex.  Thank you to EARL & LAURIE DORST 
for picking up and delivering these to St. Paul.

 As pre-worship time gets increasingly hectic, a reminder that if you have a prayer concern that 
is very important for you to share, please write it down and give it to Pastor Andi at least 10 minutes before 
worship begins, or place it on the pulpit.  Thank you!

Are you having a procedure or surgery in the near future?  Please contact the church office (920-235-8340) and let us know.  
Pastor Andi would like to make sure she is there for you and your family.  If you mention it on a Sunday morning, she might forget.  
Due to HIPAA the hospital is not allowed to call and let us know if you are a patient or not.  Thank you for your help! 

 Do you have a concern you would like offered up in prayer?  You can enter your request on our website at 
emmanueloshkosh.org.  You can also call the church office at 920-235-8340 any weekday morning.

We will be placing another brick order in June.  If you would like to order a brick to be placed in the labyrinth this summer, please 
use the form below.

• The bricks that are available are in the 4x8 size  
• Three lines, 11 characters per line including spaces 
• The cost per brick is $60.00 (this includes engraving and return postage)

If you would like to purchase a brick in honor or memory of a loved one, please contact the church office. 
office@emmanueloshkosh.org.The Lamplighter | February 2026
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Miscellaneous
If you have any questions or concerns for the Church Council, Memorial and Endowment Committee and Pastoral Relations Committee, 
please find the contact information below: 

Please consider volunteering for any of these committees, please contact the church office 235-8340 if you are interested.

Church Council

Leanne Monroe Zach Wolf

Rene Rogers Dan Rogers

Debra Kraemer Earl Dorst

Leanne Bloedow Laurie Dorst

Craig Geiger Noah Wilson

Tom Stark Jim Schaick

Memorial/Endowment Committee: 

Gerry Keuler Ann Stark

Deb Bartel Jeff Stark

Sandy Golliher Margaret Yoder

Emily Reyes

Pastoral Relations Committee:

Sandra Golliher Kay Lund

Julie Barthels Lori Potratz

Faith Lueck
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Calendar
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Click HERE for our online calendar. 
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Additional Resources

facebook_1.png
online.png

vimeo_1.png

 We’d love to hear from you!

 Click here to give us your feedback.

 Visit us on social media.
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