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I took my dog, Hugo, for a walk this morning. That isn’t anything new as we go most mornings. We didn’t go when the windchill was -20, 
but the rest of the days we do. Sundays I get up at 5:30 so we can get a walk in before church. The rest of the time I get up when I get up. 
No matter how early or late, Hugo is happily ready to go. In one part of the subdivision, individual houses do not have mailboxes. 
Instead, there are about 6 cluster mailboxes along the road. I don’t know why just that part of the subdivision has cluster mailboxes 
while the rest of us have individual mailboxes at the end of our driveway—that decision is above my paygrade. Most days when I pass 
them, I can’t help but think how inconvenient it must be to have them.

Today as I was nearing the end of my walk, I noticed a woman with a cane very carefully making her way to the cluster box nearest her 
house. She was moving very slowly as the roads were wet in some spots and a little icy in others. I asked if I could help, and she 
accepted. I took her stamp order and dropped it in the box. I offered to walk her back to her house--just for a little extra stability. Cane in 
one hand, the other arm tucked in mine, we made it back to her house. I found out she was 91 years old (she had just had a birthday), 
lived alone, and had taken both her garbage and recycling bins to the end of her driveway before heading to the mailbox. I told her to be 
careful and to have a great day; she wished me a Merry Christmas. It was a great start to the day.

I don’t share this for a pat on the back—we all do kind things. I share this to remind you to keep eyes and ears and hearts open for those 
who might just need a steadying arm or compassionate ear. I have walked past so many hurting souls because I was too impatient, or 
self-absorbed, or just didn’t want to offer help and be rejected. I wonder what differences we would make if we were just a little more 
open to the hurt and need around us.

2026 is upon us, friends. This year we will continue to do remarkable things, one small act at a time. I pray we move into this new year 
with more positivity; more hope, more joy and more faith; offering more grace, more mercy, and more love. Just as our Jesus has taught 
us to do! Amen.

Pastor Andi
pastor.andi@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Ushers
You can sign up for ushering on our website in the “get Involved” Section. You can also call the church office if you are interested in 
ushering. 

Please consider signing up! 

JANUARY USHER SCHEDULE
Sunday, January 4 Ron & Sandra Golliher
Sunday, January 11 Dan & Rene Rogers
Sunday, January 18 Brad & Liz Schultz
Sunday, January 25 Mike & Alice Peppler

Would you like to be an Usher?  Please sign up online at Get Involved on our website, emmanueloshkosh.org.
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Treasurer’s Nook
Hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

November cash flow is a positive for the month $3,380. With a year-to-date negative cash flow of ($6,963).

Thank you to all that participated in the Raise Right program which will also have carwash cards for sale to help keep your cars clean of 
salt through winter. We will be having our first fund raiser dining out at Pizza Ranch. I hope to see you there. Thank you to all that 
participated in
our fund raisers this year. If you have any questions regarding the script program stop at the desk before the service on Sunday morning 
or give our office a call.

November 2025 Results

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Rene Rogers
Rene Rogers
Treasurer
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The Numbers Monthly Budget Monthly Actual YTD Budget YTD Actual
Direct Giving 17,078 16,866 18,9313 17,6727

Other Income 4,836 4,999 46,462 60,320

Total Income 21,914 21,855 235,775 237,046

Total Expenses 21,710 18,475 247,345 244,009

Cashflow/(Deficit) 204 3380 (11,570) (6,963)
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RaiseRight – Gift Cards
RAISERIGHT GIFT CARD ORDERS ARE DUE SUNDAY, JANAUARY 4, 2025

Thank you for your continued support of the gift card program!  We do have a limited supply of gift cards available for purchase on 
Sunday mornings and weekday mornings in the church office.  We appreciate everyone who took advantage of our Raise Right program 
to order your Christmas gifts.  Your purchase helped generate more income for Emmanuel!

Thank you to LISA SMITH & LEANNE MONROE for managing the purchasing of the cards.  
Thank you to MARGARET YODER & SANDY GOLLIHER for their help with the sales of the gift cards on Sunday mornings.
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Food Pantry
Food Pantry Update…

During the month of November we helped 131 families.  259 adults and 195 children were served.  27 new families came to our pantry.  
Approximately 13,755 pounds of food was distributed.  Thank you to everyone who continues to bring in food to help fill our shelves in 
the pantry.  Whenever you see a sale, please don’t hesitate to pick up a little extra if you are able to.  We can always use cereal, peanut 
butter, pasta, pasta sauce, canned meat, canned meals, soup and mac and cheese.

We hope to have a lot of food brought in through our participation in the Celebration of Lights during the week of Christmas.  We would 
like to thank the following volunteers for their help with the food collection at the Celebration of Lights.  Thank you to Henry Caron, 
Peter & Lisa Smith, Kevin, Rachel, Nora & Milo Dehne, Dan & Leanne Monroe, Jim, Jody, Erin & Sam Schaick, Earl & Laurie Dorst, 
Leanne Bloedow, Amanda Sobojinski, Mike & Kim Winter, Randy & Connie Whittaker, Ron & Sandra Golliher, Debbie Kraemer, 
Rick Peppler, Ray Hitz, Dan & Rene Rogers and their grandchildren.  We appreciate all of you for giving of your time so that we could 
fill our food pantry shelves!

We would also like to thank our dedicated volunteers for their help on an ongoing basis.  Thank you to Henry Caron, Gail Hable, Ray 
Hitz, Sandy Folske, Sherry Peppler, Carol Wiechman, Debbie Kraemer, Peter Smith, Rick Peppler, Meg Hable, Brad Schultz, Mike 
Winter, Lisa Smith, Kim Winter and Dan Monroe. 

Thank you to Red’s Piggly Wiggly, Festival Foods, Pick N Save and Silver Creek Meats for their continued support of our pantry.

Empty Bowls January 31st from 4-7pm at The Howard.
If we have volunteers from Emmanuel help serve soup, our food pantry will receive some of the proceeds from this event.
Are you interested?  Please contact the church office if you would like to volunteer.  Thanks!

The Lamplighter | January 2026

January 2026
A Note From Pastor

Ushers

Treasurer’s Nook

RaiseRight

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top



Thank you
• Thank you to Emily Reyes, Kay Lund, Lisa Keuler, Rachel Dehne, Penny Schumann, Becca Wolf, Candy Stark, Cory Schultz, 

Pastor Andi and the Sunday School Students for making this year’s Christmas Program a success!! Thank you Parents for getting 
your children here for the extra practices, and for helping them with the program.  It was a wonderful program!  Thank you for all of 
your hard work!

• Thank you to Craig Geiger, Leanne Monroe, Jody Schaick, Brooklyn Schultz, Cory Schultz, Lisa Smith & Kim Winter for running 
the projector and live streaming our worship services.

• Thank you to Quinn Bursack, Deb Kraemer, Peter Smith & Linda Stowe for reading the scripture reading during worship.
• Thank you Ray!  

• Thank you to Dennis & Karen Chapin, Ron Golliher, Mary Dinkins, Marilyn Morrison & Val Basler for setting up, cleaning up, 
making the coffee and picking up the donuts for coffee hour every Sunday.

• Thank you to Ann Stark for providing the children’s activity bags.

• Thank you to Jim Schaick & Tom Stark for helping with snow removal.

• Thank you to Leanne Bloedow for designing the outdoor flower pots for Christmas, as well as updating the altar flowers.

• Thank you to Ron Golliher & Rene Rogers for your help with the outdoor fall clean up.
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Thank you
• Thank you to Cory Schultz & Lisa Smith for keeping our website up to date.

• Thank you to Cory Schultz for maintaining the tv in the lower narthex so we have announcements available to keep everyone up to 
date.

• Thank you to Lisa Keuler, Kim Winter, Mike Winter, Ray Hitz, Julie Barthels, Leanne Monroe, Gerry Keuler, Rick Peppler, Val 
Basler, Carolyn Rukas & Marilyn Morrison for decorating the church for Christmas.  Beautiful job everyone!

• We would like to offer our sincere thanks to all of the members of Emmanuel who contributed to the staff gifts for Christmas.  We 
appreciate all of you!  God bless you all.  We wish you all the best in 2026.

  Pastor Andi, Mary Dinkins, Lori Holland & Connie Whittaker
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Coming Up…
CHURCH COUNCIL INSTALLATION
Sunday, January 4, 2026 – 9:00am Worship

CHIME CHOIR REHEARSALS
Wednesday’s at 5:30pm

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Wednesday’s at 6:00pm

CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSALS
Wednesday’s at 6:30pm

ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE
Sunday, January 11, 2026 (Annual Mtg. is February 8, 2026)

CHURCH COUNCIL
Tuesday, January 13th at 6:30pm

MEMORIAL/ENDOWMENT MEETING
Tuesday, January 20th at 6:30pm

PIZZA RANCH FUNDRAISER
Monday, January 26 from 4:00pm – 8:00pm
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Sunday School
January 2026

Brrr! January is here, and so is snowflake season! Did you know that no two snowflakes are the same? God made each one special—
and He made you special too! This month in Sunday School, we’ll be learning that God created every child with care, love, and purpose. 
From our giggles to our talents, from our kindness to our curiosity—God made each of us just the way He wanted us to be.
     
Our Bible verse reminds us of this amazing truth:
“I praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.”
Psalm 139:14
    
 We’ll talk about how God knows us, loves us, and delights in who we are. Just like snowflakes sparkle in the winter sky, each child 
shines in their own special way because God made them that way!

At Home Faith Fun:
Look at snowflakes (real or on paper!) and talk about how God made each one different. Then share one thing you love about how God 
made your child. End with a simple prayer thanking God for making them so special.

We’re excited to start the new year celebrating God’s wonderful creation—you!

Blessings to you,

Emily Simons
Sunday School Superintendent 
sunday.school@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Memorial & Honorarium
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DECEMBER MEMORIAL & HONORARIUM REPORT

In loving memory of JIM PEPPLER
 A gift to the Memorial Fund by
  Peter & Lisa Smith
  Mike & Kim Winter
In loving memory of LEE BURTON
 A gift to the Memorial Fund by
  Peter & Lisa Smith
  Mike & Kim Winter
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Memorial & Honorarium
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Memorial & Honorarium
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Memorial & Honorarium
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Miscellaneous
Please remember that there will be no Worship Service on Thursday evenings during the month of January.  
Thursday night worship will resume on Thursday, February 5, 2026 at 6:30pm.

 

 2025 GIVING STATEMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE UPPER NARTHEX IN JANUARY
 If you would like to have your statement emailed or mailed to you, please contact the church office.

 WE WILL HAVE KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS AVAILABLE ONCE AGAIN
 The price of each car wash card is $40.  This is good for 5 ultimate car washes.  Pick up your card today!  Your car will be 

happy!!

 Vande Walles Candy Bars are still available!
 We still have a few Vande Walles candy bars for sale.  The price is $2.00 per candy bar.  They are available in the church 

office weekday mornings.  Flavor choices are limited to Peanut Butter Meltaway, Chocolate Truffle, English Toffee, Mint Truffle, 
Caramel Nut and Caramel.  

 We are still collecting metal tabs from beverage cans for the Ronald McDonald House in Wisconsin.  You can bring them in 
and drop them off in the office or in the little white church in the upper narthex.  Thank you to EARL & LAURIE DORST for 
picking up and delivering these to St. Paul.
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Miscellaneous
 As pre-worship time gets increasingly hectic, a reminder that if you have a prayer concern that is very important for you to 

share, please write it down and give it to Pastor Andi at least 10 minutes before worship begins, or place it on the pulpit.  
Thank you!

 Are you having a procedure or surgery in the near future?  Please contact the church office (920-235-8340) and let us 
know.  Pastor Andi would like to make sure she is there for you and your family.  If you mention it on a Sunday morning, 
she might forget.  Due to HIPAA the hospital is not allowed to call and let us know if you are a patient or not.  Thank you 
for your help! 

 Do you have a concern you would like offered up in prayer?  You can enter your request on our website at 
emmanueloshkosh.org.  You can also call the church office at 920-235-8340 any weekday morning.

 2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE STILL USING OFFERING ENVELOPES, THEY ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE.
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Miscellaneous
Lay Visitation Team:

Pastor Andi  Connie Whittaker  Leanne Monroe Kim Winter  Sandy Golliher 
Earl & Laurie Dorst Carolyn Rukas  Quinn & Bruce Bursack Mary Dinkins

The purpose of the Lay Visitation Team is to provide spiritual and pastoral care to those members of Emmanuel who are unable to attend 
services, such as the homebound, hospitalized, or grieving.

The Lay Visitation Team meets once a quarter following worship service on Sunday.  If you know of any members that are unable to attend 
church service and would benefit from the care the team provides, please feel free to reach out to one of the Lay Visitation team members so 
we can ensure those requesting visits are attended to.

Connie Whittaker,
EUCC Lay Visitation Team Coordinator

MEET OUR 2026 CHURCH COUNCIL

President – Leanne Monroe     Vice President – Dan Rogers
Treasurer – Rene Rogers     Secretary – Zach Wolf
Trustee – Craig Geiger     Trustee – Tom Stark
Trustee – Jim Schaick          Trustee – Noah Wilson
Deacon – Debra Kraemer       Deacon – Earl Dorst
Deacon – Laurie Dorst       Deacon – Leanne Bloedow
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Miscellaneous
If you have any questions or concerns for the Church Council, Memorial and Endowment Committee and Pastoral Relations Committee, 
please find the contact information below: 

Please consider volunteering for any of these committees, please contact the church office 235-8340 if you are interested.

Church Council

Leanne Monroe Zach Wolf

Rene Rogers Dan Rogers

Debra Kraemer Earl Dorst

Leanne Bloedow Laurie Dorst

Craig Geiger Noah Wilson

Tom Stark Jim Schaick

Memorial/Endowment Committee: 

Gerry Keuler Ann Stark

Deb Bartel Jeff Stark

Sandy Golliher Margaret Yoder

Emily Reyes

Pastoral Relations Committee:

Sandra Golliher Kay Lund

Julie Barthels Lori Potratz

Faith Lueck
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Calendar
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Click HERE for our online calendar. 
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Additional Resources

facebook_1.png
online.png

vimeo_1.png

 We’d love to hear from you!

 Click here to give us your feedback.

 Visit us on social media.
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