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December, 2023

Every year it is the same and different.  I really enjoy that about life.  Each year brings new blessings and challenges, and they are 

sprinkled in with the normalcy of life.  And so each day, each holiday, seems a strange combination of the same and different.

This year, I feel a little bit more reflective over this holiday season.  I am resting (for now) in a place of thanksgiving. Maybe it’s the 

whole ‘getting older’ thing as I watch the kids grow and wonder how they age while I don’t (teehee), but I feel a deep sense of thankfulness.

I consider myself a thankful person, but it is different this year.  I wish I could put my finger on exactly what it is or why, but I can’t.  

And while it is quite different than the joy or excitement of the Christmas season getting closer, it is just as wonderful.  

Where are you this season?  It is a good question to ask ourselves.  I am sure that in a bit I will move from this sweet and gentle place 

to a more frantic and exciting place as I decorate, wrap presents, and eat the yummy things made around Christmas.  Again, this year it will 

surprise me how interwoven the sounds and smells and tastes of Christmas are with my joy.  I hope I am passing the love and joy on to my 

kids because it is so foundational to life and living. I hope they learn the joy that comes with appreciating the life you have and the blessings 

you have enjoyed. 

Where are you this season?  Your experiences this year might have you in a very different place than I.  And that is ok.  No matter where you 

are, I hope to walk along side you.  That is what this spirit of thanksgiving means to me.  That is what Christmas, the season of God-with-us, 

means to me.  This season my wish is that we all can sit and marvel at the beauty of a lit tree in a dark room, for that is one of my favorite 

things. I pray we can enjoy the people around us, even if life has caused us to grieve the loss of some that are precious to us. I hope we can 

enjoy the most important of gifts—the ones to big and mighty to be wrapped—as we celebrate the birth of Jesus again this year.  We do it 

every year and it is a strange, and delightful, combination of the same and so very different.

You are one of the things for which I am so thankful.  Merry Christmas Emmanuel.

- Pastor Andi, pastor.andi@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Ushers & Greeters Schedule

December 2023

Sunday, December 3, 2023 Ron & Sandra Golliher

Sunday, December 10, 2023 Dan & Rene Rogrs

Sunday, December 17, 2023 Brad & Liz Schultz

Sunday, December 24, 2023
9:00a

Volunteers Needed

Sunday, December 24, 2023
3:00p & 5:00p (Christmas Eve)

Volunteers Needed

Sunday, December 31, 2023 Mike & Alice Peppler
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Treasurer’s Nook
After reporting our September results and our growing negative cash flow, we ended October with strong monthly giving’s that 

helped us to reduce our year-to-date cash flow deficit to a negative (-$1,026). While this is good news, we are expecting to receive the 

sidewalk replacement bill soon that we need to pay. While the actual cost is not yet known, we anticipate the cost to be approximately 

$13,000. At this time, we have received $950 to help pay for this expense. If you would like to donate to this need, please mark your 

donation with a note for the sidewalk fund or reach out to Lori.

As we enter December, the final month of 2023, we need to take time to reflect on the many blessings we have received as a 

congregation during this past year. We are fortunate to have members that give of their time, talents and treasures, all of which continue to 

make a difference for us. 

October 2023 Results

I would like to send warm wishes for a joyous and blessed Christmas to our church family. May this season be filled with love, peace, and the 

true spirit of Christmas.

Kim Winter
Treasurer

The Numbers
Monthly 

Budget

Monthly 

Actual

YTD 

Budget

YTD 

Actual

Direct Giving 17,222 23,490 173,511 166,615

Other Income 3,374 5,746 38,366 44,521

Total Income 20,596 29,236 211,877 211,136

Total Expenses 23,386 22,190 221,456 212,162

Cashflow/(Deficit) (2,790) 7,046 (9,579) (1,026)
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RaiseRight Gift Cards
YOU WILL HAVE TWO OPPORTUNITIES TO ORDER GIFT CARDS BEFORE CHRISTMAS

WE WILL BE TAKING ORDERS FOR GIFT CARDS ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3RD & 10TH

We will give you a call when your gift cards are here.

We also have a limited supply of gift cards available on Sunday mornings in the lower narthex 

and weekday mornings in the church office.  There is a gift card available for everything you need!  

Gift cards make great Christmas gifts.  They take the guess work out of gift giving!  Check out the 

list of cards available and fill out your order today!

Thank you to LEANNE MONROE, LISA SMITH, MARGARET YODER & SANDRA GOLLIHER for 

making the gift card program available to us.
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Food Pantry
Our numbers are steadily increasing every day.  With the weather getting colder and the heating bills getting higher, along with the holidays, 

those in need are finding it harder to make ends meet.  We started out the month of January serving 60 families.  116 adults and 82 children 

were helped.  9 months later in October, we served 86 families.  163 adults and 130 children were helped.  We had 14 new families in 

October alone.  The need is definitely greater, which means our shelves are getting emptied a lot faster.  

We would like to thank everyone for bringing in your non-perishable food items during the month of November.   We would also like to 

thank Red’s Piggly Wiggly, Jay Koepke and Festival Foods, and Steve Fredrick and The Snitz Club for their continued support of our pantry.

During the month of December we are asking for crackers and cookies.  If you are grocery shopping, pick up a little extra!  Thank you!

The Lamplighter | December 2023

A Note From Pastor

Ushers

Treasurer’s Nook

RaiseRight

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top



Thank You
We have a fantastic group of dedicated volunteers here at Emmanuel!  We would like to thank the following people for giving of their time 

and talents to help with making Emmanuel run smoothly and efficiently:

• Thank you to OUR CHURCH COUNCIL – Leanne Monroe, Dan Rogers, Kim Winter, Zach Wolf, Jim Schaick, Craig Rogers, Noah Wilson, Tom 

Stark, Debra Kraemer, Rene Rogers, Robin Wilson and Connie Whittaker.

• OUR MEMORIAL/ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE – Gerry Keuler, Ann Stark, Kathleen Hable, Henry Caron, Sandy Golliher, Margaret Yoder & 

Emily Reyes.

• OUR PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE – Sandra Golliher, Kay Lund, Julie Barthels, Lori Potratz & Faith Lueck.

• OUR PROJECTION CREW – Cory Schultz, Zach Wolf, Kim Winter, Leanne Monroe, Lisa Smith & Jody Schaick.

• OUR CLEANING CREW – Leanne Monroe, Kim Winter, Lisa Smith, Rene Rogers, Meg Hable & The Craig Geiger Family.

• OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS – Pastor Andi, Kay Lund, Rachel Dehne, Candy Stark, Alison Geiger & Becca Wolf.

• OUR LITURGISTS – Linda Stowe, Peter Smith & Julie Barthels,

• OUR COFFEE HOUR CREW – Dennis & Karen Chapin, Mary Dinkins & Marilyn Morrison. 

• OUR FOOD PANTRY CREW – Henry Caron, Margaret Yoder, Gail Hable, Sandy Folske, Sherry Peppler, Deb Kraemer, Lisa Smith, Ron 

Gorchels, Mary Dinkins, Jody Schaick, Rick Peppler, Ray Hitz, Peter Smith, Dan Monroe & Jim Schaick.

• And Ray!  😊
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Coming Up
CONFIRMATION CLASS
December 6th & 13th @ 6:00p
No Class on December 20th or 27th

CHIME CHOIR
Wednesdays @ 5:30p

CHANCEL CHOIR
Wednesdays @ 6:30p

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday, December 10th @ 10:00a Christmas program rehearsal
Sunday, December 17th @ 9:00a Christmas program

OSHKOSH WEST MADRIGALS
Sunday, December 17th @ 8:45a
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting Highlights November 14, 2023

Meeting called to order by Leanne. Opening prayer by Pastor Andi.

President’s Report: We got in the Firehouse Subs check - $165.00. Vandewalle Candy is here as well.

Secretary’s Report: There were a couple of typos, which were fixed. Minutes were accepted as corrected.

Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed October financial reports. We had a positive cash flow of $7,045.79 with a negative YTD of $1,025.71. Alliant 

Energy stock was +$0.34 (0.70%), this month, with a YTD of -$6.42 (11.63%). Majority of expenses for the month were Employees’ Pension 

& Andi's Health Insurance, Workers Comp, Church Insurance, OCWM monthly payment, Final half of 2023 Association Dues, 3rd Qtr Fed & SS 

Payroll Taxes and WPS.  Report was accepted as printed. Food pantry to offset costs of operation in the amount of $2000.  Allocation was 

approved.  2024 OCWM will be set at $18500, same as in 2023.

Pastor’s Report: My mic had a short in the wire that connects the headset to the transmitter, and I have replaced it.  I have one headset that

is for me and one that is for guest preachers. I have been asked to join a conference ‘Think Tank’ to discuss the role of associations as we 

move forward.  Recruiting volunteers and funding associations is increasingly challenging in this time of declining membership. Our 

conversations will revolve around ‘associating’ in both regional and non-geographical ways, and then developing a strategy, timetable, 

governance changes and ecclesiastical adjustments, and whatever else is needed to implement the vision.  These will be 1-2 hr. meetings 

that take place once a month for the next 5-6 months.  Our first meeting is Thursday, November 16.

Last Month: We had 2 baptisms in October.  Weston Jeffrey Winters (Devin and Joelle Winter) on October 15 and Blake Allan Butzen (Mack 

and Melissa Butzen) on October 22. Susan Fuchs of Operation Not Alone assembled Cheer and Care packages on October 29.  Leanne 

Monroe and Carolyn Rukas helped with the process. Trunks for Treats went well, but it seemed like there were fewer kids.

(CONTINUED)
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting Highlights November 14, 2023 (CONTINUED)

Pastor’s Report: (CONTINUED)

Soup2Go went very well. This Month: November 5 we recognized 7 members of the Emmanuel family who passed away since our last All

Saints Day Celebration on November 6, 2022. Thursday worship is meeting for the last time this year on November 16 and will resume Feb 1.  

Thanksgiving Eve worship will be November 22 at 7:00. For the Future: December 2 at 9:00am we will decorate the church for Christmas.  

Volunteers are needed—the more the merrier. West Madrigal singers will be here December 17 at 8:45, Sunday School Program is also 

December 17. December 24 we will have our regular 9:00am service with Christmas Eve services at 3:00pm and 5:00pm.  Choir singing at 

the 3:00 service.

Vice President’s Report: All positions filled, Laurie and Earl Dorst joining council to fill the open deacon positions. In a tight election, all 

positions remain the same for next year. 

Deacon’s Report: Rene took the white paraments, to the cleaners; waiting for cost when she picks up.

Trustee’s Report: Thanks to Ron Gallagher for fall cleanup. Tom was here for the organ tuneup earlier.

Old Business: Sidewalk replacement finished up - no total yet, but the grass replacement looks decent! Jim asks to remove shrub in front of 

sign, council sees no problem.

New Business: 2024 budget - Kim is setting up a budget w/ Leanne and Kim, first draft will be here next meeting.

M/E Committee member changes approved - Debbie Bartels and Jeff Stark adding on, Henry Caron and Kathy Hable leaving. M/E income 

distribution approved. Church annual pizza sale approved. Annual Meeting set for 2/11/24.

Good & Welfare: Leanne was asked about various activities—a bake sale, soup dinner, social groups, and motorcycle blessing to name a few. 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Miscellaneous
CELEBRATION OF LIGHTS AT EAA CAMPGROUNDS
The Celebration of Lights will be at the EAA Campgrounds this year, so we are a little unfamiliar with how things will go.  We have the 
following nights designated for Emmanuel’s Food Pantry:  THURSDAY THRU MONDAY, DECEMBER 14TH-DECEMBER 18TH AND WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 20TH.  In the past we have split the nights into 2 shifts, 5-7 and 7-9.  We have been asked to have our volunteers there at 5:00pm 
with the lights starting at 5:30pm.  We aren’t sure if a second shift will be able to bypass the traffic to get to the designated booths for food 
collection.  We are still looking into this.  If you are interested in volunteering for one of the nights, it would be great if you could be there for 
the entire time allotted 5-9pm.  We know this is hard for some of you to volunteer for, so we hope to be able to split the time again.  The 
Celebration of Lights starts the week of Thanksgiving, so it is our hope that the groups that have those first weeks will be able to let us know 
how things will operate.  
If you are interested in volunteering, please call the church office (920-235-8340) or email the office at office@emmanueloshkosh.org.  

Please remember, if you have a prayer request you can enter it on our website at www.emmnaueloshkosh.org.
You can also call the church office at 920-235-8340 any weekday morning.

Please remember if you are having surgery or a procedure done, please call the church office 920-235-8340 or send us an email at
office@emmanueloshkosh.org and let us know. Pastor Andi would like to be there for you and your family at this difficult time.

CHRISTMAS FUND

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross is an annual UCC offering that expresses our thanks to retired and active UCC pastors and 

lay church workers and their families facing financial need, providing direct assistance to supplement pensions, help with the cost of medical 

insurance, a thank you gift at Christmas, and funds to meet emergency needs.

This year’s Christmas Fund theme is “Grace upon grace,”

from John 1:16

“From Christ’s fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”

Join with others in the United Church of Christ to help return “Grace upon grace” to those who have given so much to each of us and to our 

churches.  Please use the purple envelope enclosed in this Lamplighter for your gifts. Thank you!
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Miscellaneous
POINSETTIA & EMMANUEL CHURCH DONATIONS

We are offering the option of ordering a Poinsettia or making a donation to Emmanuel Church in honor or memory of a loved one this
holiday season. If you are ordering a Poinsettia orders have to be in by December 3rd with your payment. If you are making a donation to
Emmanuel please have your donation in by December 10th. Please Print your information clearly. Thank you!

If you are ordering a Poinsettia, please make sure you are able to pick it up after Christmas!
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Poinsettia Order Form – Please Print

In Memory of: 

In Honor of: 

Given By:

How Many (Poinsettia) _______   Amount: $_________   $15 ea

Emmanuel Donation Amount: $_______

Deadline for Poinsettia orders is December 3, 2023

Deadline for Emmanuel Donations is December 10, 2023



Miscellaneous
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CANDY BAR SALE FUNDRAISER
We will be selling Vandewalles Candy Bars on Sunday mornings in the lower narthex and weekday mornings in the church office.  Candy 
bars will be sold for $2.00 each or 2 for $3.00.  The flavors available are, toffee, mint, peanut butter, chocolate truffle, caramel, caramel 
nut, milk chocolate and dark chocolate.  The candy bars will be sold during November and December, just in time for the holidays!!  These 
candy bars would make great stocking stuffers!  😊

CHURCH STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFTS

We are once again offering the opportunity to express our thanks to the staff at Emmanuel by participating in the “Free Will White 

Envelope Offering”.  Please include your name on the outside of the envelope in this Lamplighter for proper credit to your account.  Please 

list the names of the employees on the outside of the envelope and how you want the donation divided.  If there are no names listed, the 

“gift” will be divided equally among all of the employees of the church.

 The employees are as follows:

  Pastor Andi Pastor

  Mary Dinkins Music Director

  Lori Holland Administrative Assistant

It is our wish that this will give you a way to express your thanks for their help, support, caring and spiritual strength throughout the year.

    The Church Council

Look for the “Giving Tree” in the lower narthex in December.

This special tree was originally called “The Bunny Tree”…then “The Mitten Tree”-sponsored by Daughters of Sarah.  This year, we 

will be collecting special items under our “Giving Tree” for members of our community in need for the upcoming winter weather which 

will be given at Christmas.

 If you knit, warm scarves are always appreciated.  Men’s items often needed are warm socks and/or gloves and hats.  (Hint: 

Menards often has packs of thermal socks on sale).  Colorful scarves, mittens/gloves were given to a local school last year, where they 

were given to children who had none.  Father Carr’s Place to Be has been a recipient of women’s and children’s items, but wherever they 

go, our gifts are always very much appreciated.

 Whatever you choose to give, please place the items under the Giving Tree.



Miscellaneous
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Here are some of the items on the Day by Day Shelter’s Wish List:

 Snack/Breakfast Foods  Paper Towels

 Applesauce Cups   Body Wash

 Fruit Cups/Juice Boxes   Melatonin

 Men’s Underwear & Thermal Hats & Gloves

 Accordian Files

Thank you in advance for your help in making the holidays a little brighter (and warmer) for our neighbors!!

2023 Donations…

Your offering given on Sunday, December 31st will be deposited in January, however, the donations will be included 

on your 2023 giving statement.

Thank you to Mary Dinkins & Lisa Keuler for all of the extra work that goes into the direction of the Chancel & Chime Choirs 

for our special services. Thank you to our Chancel Choir members, Jeff Stark, Tom Stark, Earl Dorst, Dan Rogers, 

Leanne Monroe, Julie Barthels, Carolyn Rukas, Deb Bartel, Rene Rogers, Valeria Basler, Ann Stark and Peter Smith.  

Thank you to our Chime Choir members, Gerry Keuler, Tom Stark, Jeff Stark, Laurie Dorst, Earl Dorst, Mary Dinkins, 

Zach Wolf, Mark Brey, Dorothy Brey, Rene Rogers, Valeria Basler, Julie Barthels, Kim Winter and Candy Stark. 

 



Miscellaneous
Thank you to Leanne Monroe & Carolyn Rukas for helping put together packages for Operation Not Alone.  These will be sent to our military 

serving overseas.  

2024 GIVING ENVELOPES

WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR THOSE OF YOU

STILL RECEIVING ENVELOPES

THROUGHOUT THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

IN THE UPPER NARTHEX

We have had some great fundraisers these last few months!  Thank you everyone!

SOUP2GO – Thank you to LISA & PETER SMITH, MARY DINKINS, MARGARET YODER, JULIE BARTHELS, LORI POTRATZ AND KIM WINTER for 

making the delicious soup for this fundraiser.  Thank you to everyone who purchased the soup.  We had a total profit of $1820!!!!

KWIK TRIP CAR WASH CARDS - Thank you to EVERYONE who purchased Kwik Trip Car Wash Cards.  The total profit for Emmanuel was 

$640!  If you were unable to purchase a car wash card at this time, don’t worry, we hope to have these available again in the future.

Thank you for your support of the fundraisers that we have had.  We can’t do these without you!

We are looking into having more fundraisers in the new year.  We are looking forward to having the opportunity to have an Emmanuel night 

out with food and fellowship.  Watch your upcoming Lamplighters and bulletins for more information.
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Miscellaneous
NOVEMBER MEMORIAL & ENDOWMENT REPORT

In loving memory of DOROTHY SIMONS

A gift to the Memorial Fund by

Peter & Lisa Smith

Mike & Kim Winter

Family & Friends

In loving memory of JIM KRAEMER

A gift to the Memorial Fund by

Tony & Judy Ambroso

Peter & Lisa Smith

Jeff & Ann Stark

Dan & Rene Rogers

In loving memory of NANCY WOLF

A gift to the Memorial Fund by

Peter & Lisa Smith

MEET OUR 2024 CHURCH COUNCIL

President – Leanne Monroe Vice President – Dan Rogers

Treasurer – Kim Winter Secretary – Zach Wolf

Trustee – Craig Geiger Trustee – Tom Stark

Trustee – Jim Schaick Trustee – Noah Wilson

Deacon – Rene Rogers Deacon – Debra Kraemer

Deacon – Earl Dorst Deacon – Laurie Dorst

Thank you for sharing your time and talent with Emmanuel!
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Miscellaneous
Labyrinth Brick Order Form….

The bricks that are available are in the 4x8 size  

Three lines, 11 characters per line including spaces 

The cost per brick is $60.00 (this includes engraving and return postage)

If you would like to purchase a brick in honor or memory of a loved one, please fill out the order blank below.  If 

you have any questions, please contact the church office at 920-235-8340 or by email at 

office@emmanueloshkosh.org.

Please include your name: __________________________________

Number of bricks you would like to purchase_____

Amount Due_________

# of Bricks Honor, Memory 

of or…

First 

Name(s)

Last

Name
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Miscellaneous
If you have any questions or concerns for the Church Council, Memorial and Endowment Committee and Pastoral Relations Committee,
please find the contact information below: 

Please consider volunteering for any of these committees, please contact the church office 235-8340 if you are interested.

Church Council

Leanne Monroe President Dan Rogers Vice-President

Zach Wolf Secretary Kim Winter Treasurer

Craig Geiger Trustee Jim Schaick Trustee

Noah Wilson Trustee Tom Stark Trustee

Debra Kraemer Deacon Rene Rogers Deacon

Robin Wilson Deacon
Connie 
Whittaker

Deacon

Memorial/Endowment Committee: 

Gerry Keuler Ann Stark

Kathleen Hable Henry Caron

Sandy Golliher Margaret Yoder

Emily Reyes

Pastoral Relations Committee:

Sandra Golliher Kay Lund

Julie Barthels Lori Potratz

Faith Lueck

The Lamplighter | December 2023

A Note From Pastor

Ushers

Treasurer’s Nook

RaiseRight

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top



Additional Resources

 We’d love to hear from you!

 Click here to give us your feedback.

 Visit us on social media.
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