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Holy Week: a frighteningly unsettling week.  It starts with a parade and ends with new life.  Horrific events bookended by 

celebration and joy. Lent is one of those journeys I embark upon reluctantly. But if I am honest with myself, it is those days of Holy 

Week that give me the most trouble.  

Jesus enters the city to a parade of cloaks covering his path (their version of a red carpet welcome) and branches being 

waved.  But Jesus knows, as do we, where this road will take him—Golgotha.  That knowledge overshadows the celebration. It is 

during this holiest of weeks that Jesus gives us the Great Commandment, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength…You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  Jesus celebrated the 

Passover with his disciples and gave us the celebration of the Lord’s Supper during holy week, as well as continuing to teach and 

preach. Of course, all the way up to the time he took his last breath, Jesus taught us how to treat one another with the way he 

treated those around him.

The problem with Holy Week is that it contains all the stuff about us that we would rather ignore.  It shows the people 

choosing power or comfort over what is right.  It tells of betrayal, but we can’t see ourselves doing what Judas did.  But then we 

hear Peter’s denials and how the disciples got scared and ran away, that hits a little too close to home for us.  

We hear of Pontius Pilate and Herod, and of the abusive soldiers who might have enjoyed their jobs a bit too much.  We don’t 

readily see ourselves in them. But we get uncomfortable when we see ourselves in the crowds calling for his crucifixion (could we 

have been swayed so easily??) or the spectators at the cross who remark that this was really his own doing (‘you saved others , 

save yourself’).  Where would we have stood had we been a part of this story?

We can’t just skip all the difficult parts and gather at the empty tomb, because it is those difficult parts that give the empty 

tomb all its meaning.  No matter what you have done for Lent, and especially if you have done nothing to observe Lent, make the 

decision to travel through Holy Week. Feel all the emotions and acknowledge all the things we still do (or leave undone) that

contribute to our pile of sins.  And then consider the love and grace we find when we consider the cross and stand at the empty 

tomb.  It is then that you can fully experience the joy of Easter!

Pastor Andi
pastor.andi@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes
April Ushers Schedule

Sunday, April 2, 2023 Ron & Sandra Golliher

Sunday, April 9, 2023
7:30a - Dan & Rene Rogers
9:00a - Nate & Robin Wilson

Sunday, April 16, 2023 Brad & Liz Schultz

Sunday, April 23, 2023 Craig & Alison Geiger

Sunday, April 30, 2023 Alice Peppler & Meg Hable
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If you would like to help out with Ushering, please contact the church office at 920.235.8340 or email at 
office@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Treasurer’s Nook
While January started off strong, things slowed in February leaving us with a negative cash flow for both the month and the year.

Thanks to various technology related donations we received, along with money from the M&E funds, the switcher that is needed to 

ensure we can continue to project video during in-person services has been ordered and will be installed soon.

Thank you to everyone that helped support our Pizza Fundraiser and continue to support our RaiseRight orders. The support of 

these things make a positive impact for us. 

February 2023 Results

Kim Winter

Treasurer

THE NUMBERS
MONTHLY 
BUDGET

MONTHLY
ACTUAL

YTD
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

Direct Giving 16,861 10,374 34,477 30,285

Other Income 4,209 3,655 7,790 5,501

Total Income 21,070 14,029 42,267 35,786

Total Expenses 20,705 19,009 42,998 40,580

Cashflow/(Deficit) 365 (4,981) (731) (4,794)
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RaiseRight
RAISERIGHT ORDERS ARE DUE SUNDAY, APRIL 2, 2023

We will give you a call and let you know when your gift cards are available.  Thank you to 

everyone for your support of this program.

Remember we have certain gift cards available for sale in the church office weekday 

mornings or on Sunday mornings in the lower narthex.

Thank you so much to LISA SMITH for coordinating the program.  Thank you to MARGARET YODER AND SANDRA GOLLIHER for 

your help selling the cards on Sunday mornings. 

It’s not to early to start planning for warmer weather and getting your gardens ready.  Pick up a gift card for all of your gardening 

needs.  We also have a lot of gift cards available that Mom would love for Mother’s Day.  Check out the gift card list and get your 

order ready today!
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Food Pantry
Food Pantry Update…

During the month of February, we provided food for 53 families.  103 adults and 76 children 

were served.  We had 3 new families use our pantry.  Approximately 5,565 pounds of food was 

distributed.  We are still providing curbside service which is working well.  

Thank you very much to all of the volunteers that we depend on every week.  Thank you to 

HENRY CARON, MARGARET YODER, RAY HITZ, CHERYL PEPPLER, SANDY FOLSKE, DEBRA 

KRAEMER, LISA SMITH, GAIL HABLE, MARY DINKINS, PETER SMITH, JIM SCHAICK, RICK 

PEPPLER AND DAN MONROE.  Thank you to Red’s Piggly Wiggly and Jay Koepke and Festival Food for their continued support.

If you would be interested in helping in the food pantry, please let us know.  We could always use more volunteers to help answer 

the phones and distribute the food.  We can work around your schedule!
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Thank you
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Thank you to KIM WINTER, LISA SMITH AND JODY SCHAICK for your help running the projection screen.

Thank you to CORY SCHULTZ & ZACH WOLF for videotaping our worship services for online viewing on our website and 
Facebook page.  Log onto Facebook.com/emmanueloshkosh, click on videos on the left-hand side of the page, and choose the 
service you would like to watch.

Thank you to KAREN & DENNIS CHAPIN for picking up the supplies for coffee hour.  

Thank you to MARY DINKINS & MARILYN MORRISON for your help with coffee hour clean up.

Thank you Ray!  😊

Thank you to LISA SMITH & CORY SCHULTZ for keeping our website up to date.

Thank you to KIM WINTER & LISA SMITH for cleaning during Meg’s absence.

EATON’S PIZZA COUPON SALE RESULTS….

Thank you to EVERYONE who purchased Eaton’s pizza coupons during January and February.  

We raised $704!!!

Thank you to LEANNE MONROE for organizing the coupon sale.  Thank you to DAN MONROE for delivering the coupons and 

returning everything to Eaton’s.  Thank you to KIM WINTER, RENE ROGERS, DEB KRAEMER & LISA SMITH for picking up pizzas and 

having them available for sale on Sunday mornings.  
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Coming Up
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• Confirmation Class

• Wednesday, April 12, 19, 26 at 5:45pm

• Sunday School

• Sunday, April 9, 2023 at 10:00am – Easter Egg Hunt

• Sunday, April 23, 2023 at 10:00am

• Church Council Meeting

• Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 6:30pm

• Memorial & Endowment Meeting

• Tuesday, April 18, 2023 at 6:30pm

• Technology Meeting

• Monday, April 24, 2023 at 7:00pm

• Chime Choir Rehearsal 

• Wednesday Evenings at 5:30pm

• Choir Rehearsal

• Wednesday, April 5, 2023 at 6:30pm

• Rest of April TBD



Sunday School
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Sunday School Mission Project…
We are continuing to collect monetary donations for Operation Not Alone.  They also let us 

know they are in need of the following food items:  Beef Jerky, Protein Bars, Oatmeal, 

Granola Bars, Ramen Noodles or Rice (Knor), Chicken/Tuna packets, Pre-packaged Snack 

and Treats, Seasonings.  Let’s help Operation Not Alone show our appreciation for the 

sacrifices our military veterans continue to make.

SAVE YOUR LOOSE CHANGE FOR OUR NOISY OFFERING 

SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2023

Proceeds will benefit our Sunday School 

Mission Project Operation Not Alone



Church Council
Church Council Meeting Highlights March 14, 2023

Meeting called to order by Leanne. Opening prayer by Pastor Andi.

President’s Report: Culver’s dine-in fundraiser was approved. Discussion of securing the weekly offering.

M&E meeting was held, and they approved the money for the switcher.  A request for additional funds will be submitted.  We are 

having problems with the phone lines, Unitel supplied phones and system and NTD has the phone line. Phone system is outdated, 

probably won’t be supported by the end of the year.  We need to look into replacing the system.

Secretary’s Report: Annual Meeting minutes and last month’s minutes  had a few minor typos.  They were accepted as corrected. 

Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed February financial reports. We had a negative cash flow of $-4,980.51 with a negative YTD of $-

4,794.22. Alliant Energy stock was -$2.76 (5.11%), this month, with a YTD of -$3.94 (7.14%). Going forward, whenever we have 

fundraising (like for the switcher) that money will go directly into M&E instead of the general fund to avoid skewing numbers. 

Treasurer’s Report accepted as printed.

Pastor’s Report: General: We are about halfway through Lent. This Month: Wednesday am, and pm services seem to be going well. 

Service attendance is down, especially in the am. I started a Monday book study. We meet at noon and 6:30. I have 10 at noon and

1 at 6:30. We are going through the book Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts, and Outlaws by Adam Hamilton. For the Future:  

I am requesting vacation in April 12-18 or 17-23. I signed up for an anti-racism training event. This meets a requirement by the UCC 

for my standing. Classes are April 27, May 11, and May 25 from 10:00 to noon. I have signed up for a webinar through Samaritan 

Counseling Center. They have a program called Creating Hope. The webinar I am attending is led by Dr. Lisa Miller who wrote the 

book The Awakened Brain: the New Science of Spirituality and Our Quest for an Inspired Life. It will be March 23 from 9:00-10:30.

CONTINUED
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Church Council
Meeting Highlights |  March 14, 2023   (CONTINUED)

Trustee’s Report: Tom finished the touch up painting in the fellowship hall and replaced a smoke alarm. He will take care of the 

clocks. Cat 6 cable is ready for the switcher. Fellowship hall and bathroom doors will be replaced in the near future. After what 

happened a couple Sundays ago, Tom mentioned to be a little more vigilant and keep an eye out.

Old Business: The Eaton’s Pizza Sale ended with $704 made, around the same amount as last year’s.  We are working on a 

procedure/forum for the church members to be able to submit items to be reviewed by council and added to the wishlist.

New Business: Connie had some discussion on the Employee Contracts.  We discussed the Music Director and Custodian 

positions. Administrative position will be next meeting. Andi’s vacation for either April 12-18 or 17-23 was approved. 

Good & Welfare:  Leanne suggested bringing the Kids Bags back to church, and has an idea on who can take care of putting some 

together. A reminder to check Lenten self-denial folders.

Motion carried. Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Annual Meeting 
2023 Annual Meeting Minutes   |   February 12, 2023   |   Present: 36 members

Call to Order:

● Meeting called to order at 10:04 a.m. by Leanne Monroe.

Opening Prayer:

● Pastor Andi offered the opening prayer to start the meeting after asking concerns to be mentioned.

Adoption of Agenda:

● Motion made by Robin Wilson, seconded by Gerry Keuler to adopt the meeting agenda as printed. Motion carried.

2022 Minutes:

● Motion made by Cory Schultz, seconded by Rene Rogers to accept the minutes from the 2022 Annual Meeting on February 6, 

2022 as printed. Motion carried.

Recognition of Church Council:

● Leanne recognized 2022 retiring members of the council:

○ President Jeff Stark, who after looking through the council spreadsheet she discovered that he had served a collective 

20 years on council. 

○ Deacon Karen Chapin, who had served a collective 25 years on council.

● Leanne recognized 2023 council transitions: 

○ Leanne moved from Vice President to President

○ Dan Rogers moved from Trustee to Vice President.

● Finally, Leanne recognized the new members joining the council in 2023:

○ Debbie Kraemer, who is joining as a Deacon.

Jim Schaick and Noah Wilson, who are both joining as Trustees.

CONTINUED

The Lamplighter | April 2023

A Note From Pastor

Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes

Treasurer’s Nook

RaiseRight

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Annual Meeting

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top



Annual Meeting 
2023 Annual Meeting Minutes   |   February 12, 2023   (CONTINUED)

Non-Financial Reports:

● Leanne asked if there were any questions or discussion on the following reports - President’s, Pastor’s, Technology 

Committee, Other Non-Financial Reports. 

○ No questions or concerns were brought forward. 

● Connie Whittaker made a motion to accept the reports as printed, seconded by Karen Chapin. Motion carried.

Financial Reports:

Leanne asked if there were any questions or discussion on the Financial Reports (Treasurer’s, Memorial and Endowment 

Report and Endowment Fund Interest Disbursement). 

Peter Smith mentioned Lay Academy is now called the Damascus Project. 

Jim Hoffman asked exactly what/where the Memorial & Endowment fund was, and Gerry explained that it’s held in an 

investment fund in NY. Jim then asked how those funds were then returned into the church itself, which Gerry 

explained.

Motion made by Jim Hoffman, to accept the reports as corrected, seconded by Ron Golliher. Motion carried.

Old Business:

● Nothing to report.

New Business:

● Leanne asked for approval of the 2023 Proposed Budget, and whether there were any questions or discussions surrounding it.

○ No questions or discussion. 

○ Leanne thanked Kim Winter for her effort and work put into the budget.

● A motion was made by Tom Stark to accept the budget as printed, seconded by Jim Schaick. Motion carried.

CONTINUED

Good & Welfare:

● Leanne wants people to be aware that donations to the church to be placed/displayed must be approved by the council in 
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Annual Meeting 
2023 Annual Meeting Minutes   |   February 12, 2023   (CONTINUED)

Good & Welfare:

● Leanne wants people to be aware that donations to the church to be placed/displayed must be approved by the council in 

order to be put out.

● Leanne also mentioned that we are still looking for volunteers in multiple areas of the church, mentioning specifically the 

projector and the Sunday School program for teachers.

○ Deb Kraemer follows up with the food pantry, which also needs more volunteers.

Adjourn: 

● Motion made by Cory Schultz to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Lisa Smith. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 10:23 

with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted by: Zach Wolf
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Miscellaneous
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Scouting for Food has been a Scouting tradition in Bay-Lakes Council for 35 years.  This important community 
service event helps make a healthy difference for those in need!

Scouts will distribute Scouting for Food Door Hangers the week of April 9-15.  Food donations will then be collected on Saturday, 
April 22 from 8:00am until Noon.  Emmanuel will receive some of the food collected, however, we will need some volunteers to help 
with receiving and sorting the food.  Volunteers will be needed in the afternoon on April 22nd.  If you are interested in helping, please 
contact the church office at 920-235-8340 or by email at office@emmanueloshkosh.org.  Thank you!

Join us for Emmanuel’s Night Out at Culver’s on Westowne Avenue in Oshkosh (by Menards). Tuesday, April 25, 

2023 from 5:00pm – 7:00pm. 

10% of your order will go to Emmanuel, we will receive the 10% only if you remember to keep your receipt and give

it to the person at the register. Volunteers are needed to help with this event. If you are interested, please contact
the church office. Thank you!

Lost and Found….

Every once and awhile you may forget your coffee cup, hat or other personal item in the building, we 

would like to let you know that we will keep it safe on the wheelchair casings in the lower narthex until 

you come again.  If you aren’t sure if you left something at church but can’t find it anywhere, just give us 

a call 920-235-8340 and we will let you know if it is here. 

“Spring is a lovely reminder of
how beautiful change can be.”

mailto:office@emmanueloshkosh.org


Miscellaneous

The Lamplighter | April 2023

A Note From Pastor

Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes

Treasurer’s Nook

RaiseRight

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Annual Meeting

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top

We continue to collect metal tabs from beverage cans for the Ronald McDonald Houses in Wisconsin to help offset 

costs for families who need to stay in Milwaukee and Madison while their children are in the hospital.  You can drop 

the metal tabs off in the little white church in the upper narthex, or in the church office.  Thank you to EARL & LAURIE 

DORST for picking up and delivering the tabs to St. Paul.

Graduation Recognition…
We would like to honor YOU if you are graduating from High School or College on Sunday, June 11, 2023 at the   

9:00am Worship Service.

We will be honoring our graduates with your pictures on our screen as well as a little bit about yourself, such as, 

college plans, job opportunities, etc.  We will also be sharing this information on our social media.

Please have your pictures and information submitted to the church office by June 4th.

Peace Lutheran Annual Rummage Sale

240 W. 9th Avenue, Please enter on 8th Avenue at door #9.  Saturday, April 1, 2023 from 8:00am until 2:00pm. 

Most everything is $1.00. 

UNITED CHURCH CAMPS MOON BEACH – DAYCHOLAH CENTER, CEDAR VALLEY – CAMP AWESUM

United Church Camps, Inc. (UCCI) invites you to the sacred experience of gathering at Moon Beach, Daycholah
Center, and Cedar Valley.  In these places set apart, you will be warmly welcomed by a loving community and 
have the time to recharge and connect deeply with God, nature, and each other.  UCCI offers year-round camps, 
retreats, and events for all ages.  You can check out the 2023 Camp & Events schedule on the website 
ucci@ucci.org.

mailto:ucci@ucci.org
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Hello members of Emmanuel UCC,

My name is Carolyn Rukas and I’m happy to be joining your church.  I’m originally from New York, but moved to Illinois in 1979, and 

subsequently moved to Twin Lakes, Wisconsin, where my late husband and I raised our family.  I moved here in 2020 to be closer 

to my son who’s been working at Oshkosh Corp since he graduated from college.

I’ve been a math teacher, a bookkeeper and accountant, a substitute teacher and private tutor.  I’m now retired and have settled in 

here, with my dog, and my yarn.  I like to spend my time knitting and crocheting and gardening.  You may have seen me singing

with the choir here.  I have sung with several choirs over the years and I’m a former member of a Sweet Adelines group.  My family 

was fairly active in the UCC church in Twin Lakes and I hope to become more active here.  I’m looking forward to getting to know

more of you.

Welcome Carolyn!  We are happy to have you become part of Emmanuel’s church family!

Please remember, if you have a prayer request you can enter it on our website at www.emmnaueloshkosh.org.  
You can also call the church office at 920-235-8340 any weekday morning.

Please remember if you are having surgery or a procedure done, please call the church office 920-235-8340 or send 
us an email at office@emmanueloshkosh.org and let us know.  Pastor Andi would like to be there for you and your 
family at this difficult time.

Coming in May… LETTER CARRIER FOOD DRIVE -- SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023

We will be participating again this year.  Drivers, runners and food sorters will be needed.  If you can help, please let 

us know!  Look for further information in upcoming bulletins and the May Lamplighter.

http://www.emmnaueloshkosh.org/
mailto:office@emmanueloshkosh.org


Miscellaneous

Labyrinth Brick Update….

Our plan was to have a brick order placed and for the bricks to be installed sometime during the summer.  Our order has been placed, however, the 
company that does the engraving is having difficulty getting the materials needed to do the engraving.  Unless we receive the bricks before the winter 
weather sets in, we won’t be able to install them until next spring.  If you have a brick ordered, we will let you know when we have received it and it 
has been installed.  Thank you for your patience!

Labyrinth Brick Order Form….

The bricks that are available are in the 4x8 size  
Three lines, 11 characters per line including spaces 
The cost per brick is $60.00 (this includes engraving and return postage)
If you would like to purchase a brick in honor or memory of a loved one, please fill out the order blank below.  If you have any questions, please 
contact the church office at 235-8340 or by email at office@emmanueloshkosh.org.

Please include your name:__________________________________
Number of bricks you would like to purchase_____
Amount Due_________

Please remember, if you have a prayer request you can enter it on our website at www.emmanueloshkosh.org.  You can also call the church office 
at 920-235-8340 any weekday morning with your request.

# of Bricks Honor, Memory of or… First 

Name(s)

Last

Name
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Miscellaneous

EASTER MEMORIAL & HONORARIUMS

We are once again offering the option of ordering your choice of Easter flowers. Either an Easter Lily or Tulip Plant is being offered. If you 
don’t want to purchase a flower, a donation can be made to Emmanuel’s General Fund. 

However you decide to honor your loved one, we will have it listed in the bulletin if we receive the request by the deadline.

**FLOWER DEADLINE IS MARCH 26**

ANY GENERAL FUND DONATIONS RECEIVED AFTER APRIL 2ND WILL BE LISTED IN THE LAMPLIGHTER ONLY.
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

In Memory of:

In Honor of: 

Given By:

Easter Lily: $ 11.00 How Many?

Tulip Plant: $ 11.00 How Many?

Donation to General Fund: $

Amount Due: $
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Miscellaneous
If you have any questions or concerns for the Church Council, Memorial and Endowment Committee and Pastoral Relations 
Committee, please find the contact information below: 

Would you like to share your time and talents with Emmanuel? Please consider volunteering for any of these committees, please
contact the church office 920.235.8340 if you are interested. 

Church Council

Leanne Monroe President Dan Rogers Vice-President

Zach Wolf Secretary Kim Winter Treasurer

Craig Geiger Trustee Jim Schaick Trustee

Noah Wilson Trustee Tom Stark Trustee

Debra Kraemer Deacon Rene Rogers Deacon

Robin Wilson Deacon Connie Whittaker Deacon

Memorial/Endowment Committee: 

Gerry Keuler Ann Stark

Kathleen Hable Henry Caron

Sandy Golliher Margaret Yoder

Emily Reyes

Pastoral Relations Committee:

Sandra Golliher Kay Lund

Julie Barthels Lori Potratz

Faith Lueck
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Additional Resources

We’d love to hear from you!

Click here to give us your feedback.

Visit us on social media.
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Church Council

Annual Meeting

Miscellaneous

Calendar
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http://www.facebook.com/emmanueloshkosh
http://www.emmanueloshkosh.org/
http://www.vimeo.com/emmanueloshkosh
mailto:office@emmanueloshkosh.org
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