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My daily devotional for today lifted a passage from Galatians 6:9;  ‘So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we 
do not give up.’  This is art of a greater passage that encourages us to remember we reap what we sow—both positive and negative.  The seeds we plant 
around us and within us are what we ultimately reap at harvest.  But that 9th verse reminds us that there are just times when planting good seeds can be 
exhausting.  In those moments, the negative voices of the universe encourage us to just give up and give in—go to the dark side. It is the voice of good 
and light that encourages us to not grow weary and not give up.
Sometimes that’s what I really need to hear.  I know all about the passages of reaping what you sow.  But sometimes if feels like I am running myself 
ragged trying to plant good seeds and I have nothing to show for it.  That is when the evil one whispers in my ear—feeding the discontentedness and 
fanning the small flames of anger and frustration.  Because that is what evil does! Evil loves chaos and anger. Evil loves it when we are mad—especially if 
we are mad at one another.  Evil tells me I am working so much harder and others are reaping the benefit.  Evil lies.
Jesus never tried to whip his followers into a frenzy or encourage a mob mentality.  Jesus never tried to get us to turn on one another.  Jesus did not take 
pleasure in the misfortune of others, even if it was the result of their own doing.  Jesus showed us, with his very life, that sometimes doing what was right 
was costly.  Jesus preached perseverance not merely with words, but with actions. If we really want to follow Jesus, we need to walk the same path.  
Equally important, we need to outright reject the other path that leads nowhere good.

I am weary at times. I am tired of the negativity and the anger. I am tired of the frustration and the fighting. More than anything, I am tired of people 
believing it is all ok. 
It is time for the church to rise up and demand we all do better. It is time to listen faithfully to voices whose life experiences are different than our own. It 
is time to understand we cannot simultaneously love someone and take pleasure in their misfortune. It is time for us to center ourselves on Jesus—just 
Jesus—and allow him to lead us.
Let us not grow weary in doing what is right. Let us not be dismayed by all the negativity that we might stumble upon. Let us not get overwhelmed by all 
the demands around us. Instead, let us open ourselves to the transformative power of the Christ. Let us forget what we have been told about Jesus and 
rediscover it for ourselves. Let us re-learn what it means to be a disciple by going right back to the very source; Jesus himself.
It can be easy to give up. But we are created, redeemed, and empowered by a God who has never given up on us. Let us not give up on ourselves!

Pastor Andi
pastor.andi@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes
JANUARY USHER SCHEDULE

Sunday, February 5, 2023 Craig & Alison Geiger

Sunday, February 12, 2023 Ron & Sandra Golliher

Sunday, February 19, 2023 Mike & Alice Peppler

Sunday, February 26, 2023 Brad & Liz Schultz
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Treasurer’s Nook
As you read this lamplighter, the first month of 2023 is coming to a close. How quickly time goes by. This is a good reminder to slow down 
and enjoy the many blessings all around us.

During this cold time of the year, it’s nice to be able to stay inside, so consider purchasing some of the Eaton Pizza coupons and enjoy the 
yummy pizza while helping with one of our fundraisers. Please stop by the table with the RaiseRight information and purchase pizza coupons 
for $8.50 or grab one of the fresh pizza’s available each Sunday before others get them first.

As we close out the 2022 financial year, December ended with a negative balance, however; we were able to end the year with a positive 
$12,043. Contributing to this positive number included a $10,000 one-time receipt from TDS Metrocom for a property easement and various 
extra giving for our maintenance and other needs.

Thank you to everyone who shared your time, talents and treasurers throughout the year. We are a blessed congregation.

December 2022 Results

Kim Winter

Treasurer

THE NUMBERS
MONTHLY 
BUDGET

MONTHLY
ACTUAL

YTD
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

Direct Giving 16,949 18,974 203,900 212,877

Other Income 2,422 3,907 32,900 55,404

Total Income 19,371 22,881 236,800 258,281

Total Expenses 21,824 27,642 248,358 256,238

Cashflow/(Deficit) (2,453) (4,760) (11,558) 12,043
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RaiseRight
RAISERIGHT ORDERS ARE DUE SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2023

We will give you a call when the gift cards arrive.

Pick up a gift card for that special Valentine.  There is a great variety to choose from.  Please remember we 

have certain gift cards available on Sunday mornings, and weekday mornings in the church office. 

Thank you to LISA SMITH for ordering the gift cards and keeping the program organized.  Thank you to 

MARGARET YODER & SANDY GOLLIHER for their help selling the gift cards on Sunday mornings.
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Food Pantry
During the month of December, we provided food for 50 families.  101 adults and 98 children were served.  We distributed 
approximately 5250 pounds of food.  Our curbside pick-up is still working well and we will continue to operate the pantry in 
this manner.  Thank you very much to our dedicated volunteers.  

Thank you to HENRY CARON, MARGARET YODER, RAY HITZ, SANDY FOLSKE, CHERYL PEPPLER, DEBRA KRAEMER, GAIL 
HABLE MARY DINKINS, PETER SMITH, JIM SCHAICK, RICK PEPPER & DAN MONROE.

Thank you also to Red’s Piggly Wiggly and Jay Koepke and Festival Foods for their continued support.  
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Thank you
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Thank you to all those who have taken the time to stop by, send food, flowers, cards, texts and fb messages during my surgeries and now 
recovery period. I am forever grateful and feel blessed to have you as family to me through Emmanuel.

I continue to heal now and hope the weather is cooperative on February 12th so I may lead the congregation at our Annual meeting. As I 
write this I am not weight bearing on my right leg for a few weeks yet. Me getting out of the house and into church will be very dependent 
on good weather. Fingers crossed and prayers said this may happen. Please mark this on your calendar and if you are able to attend do so to 
show your love and support of our church and the business ahead for 2023.

Please make it a point to try and sell/ buy pizzas from our current fundraiser with Eatons Pizza. Last day to sell or buy will be February 12th 
as well. Together we can make this a success if we all try to work together toward the goal. I would like to see that the funds raised are put 
toward much needed technology equipment that is out of date and desperately needs replacing. If any of you have participated in watching 
the services online, you must appreciate what an awesome gift of ministry this is.

Thank you for your continued love and support to me at this unexpected time in my life. Who knew sledding with a grandchild could get me 
into so much trouble.

Leanne Monroe

• Thank you to CORY SCHULTZ & ZACH WOLF for videotaping and posting our worship services online.  You can view our 

services at emmanueloshkosh.org and on our Facebook page.  Log onto Facebook.com/emmanueloshkosh, click on videos on 

the left-hand side of the page, and choose which service you would like.

• Thank you to KIM WINTER, LISA SMITH & CONNIE WHITTAKER for cleaning throughout the church.

• Thank you to LEANNE MONROE, KIM WINTER, LISA SMITH & ZACH WOLF for running the projector during worship.

• Thank you to CORY SCHULTZ & LISA SMITH for keeping our website up to date.

A Note From Pastor

Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes

Treasurer’s Nook

Scrip Orders

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top



Thank you
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• Thank you to LISA KEULER, KIM WINTER, MARY DINKINS, RAY HITZ, MIKE WINTER & GAIL HABLE for your help taking 

down the Christmas decorations. 

• Thank you to KAREN & DENNIS CHAPIN for picking up the supplies for coffee hour.  Thank you to MARY DINKINS & 
MARILYN MORRISON for your help with coffee hour clean up.
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Coming Up
❖Wednesday Evenings

❖ Chime Choir – 5:30p
❖ Confirmation – 5:45p
❖ Chancel Choir – 6:30p

❖ Thursday, February 2, 2023 – 6:30p
❖ Thursday Night Worship Resumes

❖ Sunday, February 12, 2023 – 10:00a
❖ Sunday School

❖ Tuesday, February 14, 2023 – 6:30p
❖ Church Council

❖ Tuesday, February 21, 2023 – 6:30p
❖Memorial/Endowment Meeting

❖Wednesday, February 22, 2023 – 9:00a & 7:00p
❖ Ash Wednesday with Communion

❖ Sunday, February 26, 2023 – 10:00a
❖ Sunday School
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Sunday School
Sunday School Mission Project…
We are continuing to collect monetary donations for Operation Not Alone.  They also let us know they are in need of the following food 
items:  Beef Jerky, Protein Bars, Oatmeal, Granola Bars, Ramen Noodles or Rice (Knor), Chicken/Tuna packets, Pre-packaged Snack and 
Treats, Seasonings.  Let’s help Operation Not Alone show our appreciation for the sacrifices our military veterans continue to make.

Winter Greetings Emmanuel Members:
Our Sunday School is planning to sponsor a church wide mission project.  Any member interested/willing to tie fleece blankets for a local 
non-profit organization can join the Sunday school children on Sunday February 26th during Sunday School in the Fellowship Hall.

Please direct donations to support this project to Deb Kraemer.  Thanks!
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Church Council
Council Minutes

In this month’s Lamplighter you will find two months worth of council minutes. A while ago I voiced a concern that we were publishing 
unapproved council minutes and it opened the possibility of passing along incorrect information. I suggested we publish the highlighted 
minutes only after they were approved. While the basis for the suggestion was offered in good faith, I have come to believe it was a 
mistake. There was just too much time that passed between the actual meeting and the highlighted minutes getting published. So this 
month, you will find December’s and January’s minutes. Moving forward, please remember the information is not official or approved, but I 
think it serves us better. This reminds me that life continues to be an ongoing series of trial and error. This time, I tried…and I erred! Thanks 
for understanding.
Pastor Andi

Church Council Meeting Highlights  December 13, 2022
Meeting called to order with prayer by Pastor Andi.

President’s Report: Discussion on where to put flag gifted by Rob Kraemer? Trustees will move pictures of the old church to put it in that
area. Thanks and recognize Karen Chapin and Jeff Stark for their time on the council.

Secretary’s Report: Minutes accepted as printed.

Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed November financial reports. We had a positive cash flow of $3,899.18 with a positive YTD of $16,802.76.
Alliant Energy stock was +$4.06 (7.78%), this month, with a YTD of -$5.22 (8.49%). Treasurer’s Report accepted.

Continued
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting Highlights  December 13, 2022…Continued

Pastor’s Report: General: We continue to need some ushers for our regular Sunday worship. I met with some of the council members from
Bethany UCC on November 16. Their building has been sold and closing is scheduled for early January. They toured the building and asked
some questions. They had done the same with Pastor Nancy at First UCC earlier in the morning. I received a card from them, and they had
concerns at both locations about accessibility. They are renting space at Wesley UMC. I will be on vacation the week after Christmas. My last
week of vacation did not take place due to Joan Harmon’s funeral so I will be making those days up early in January. Looking ahead I am
hoping to have a book study for the Epiphany or Lenten season. I have been asked to have something available during the day, so I will see
what we can make happen. This Month: We celebrated the baptism of Dustin Decker (son of David and Emily *Peterson* Decker) on
December 11. Sunday, December 18 West Madrigals sing at worship (8:30 am); Sunday, December 18 Sunday School Program in Worship;
Saturday, December 24 Christmas Eve Services at 3:30 and 5:00; Sunday, December 25 Virtual Worship Only; Monday, December 26 Church
Office Closed. Non Member funerals: Bernice VanDoran 12/03/22 and Ethan Davis-Krebs 12/17/22. For the Future: December 25- 31 Pastor
on Vacation; February 2 Thursday evening services resume; February 12 Annual Meeting; February 22 Ash Wednesday.

Vice President’s Report: Key organization is all set, and Leanne now is organizing emails for new members, which should be given out before
the next meeting.

Trustee’s Report: Water heater was installed, Lori took care of most of that process. Thanks to Dan for time as Trustee, and luck with his
future as he moves to VP.

Old Business: Jeff Met with Mary and John (the tuner) for Organ Tuning. Mary commented that the tuner himself seemed to know what he
was doing and was looking forward to establishing him for future tuning. Jeff was able to talk to a representative for the cemetery plots, and
he was able to get the new plots that we had found out about later, and had copies of the documentation sent to the memorial and
endowment committee and to Leanne to keep within the council. The Building Use Fees form was reviewed and accepted. Kim talked
through her proposed budget for next year, things seem fairly set but the council is waiting until next month in order to officially vote on it.
Leanne said the pizza prices have increased from Eaton’s to $8.50 (50¢ increase), but the profit is still $3.00 to the church. Leanne got 300
coupons and plans to hold a sale in January and the first few weeks of February. Discussion about a pizza sale where we make pizzas in
house again, and there were discussions about having two sales, one made here and one for Eaton’s. Wish list needs an update on contact
information, descriptions, and then to be put online. Video equipment has been officially asked about in memorial and endowment and
Cory asked for a specific camera to be put on the Wishlist, as reported by Kim and Leanne.

Continued
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting Highlights  December 13, 2022…Continued

New Business: Rene is head Deacon. Discussion on food pantry allocation to offset the cost of running the freezers and refrigerators.
Discussion about putting the bulletin online every week, for both online viewers and a code to scan for those in person. Zach he will work on
it and bring it up next meeting. Discussion on updating staff contracts

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Church Council Meeting Highlights January 10, 2023
Meeting called to order with prayer by Pastor Andi.

President’s Report: Dan welcomed the new members of the committee Jim, Deb and Noah. A document with the church history was
handed out to the council.

Secretary’s Report: A few typos were corrected, and minutes were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed December financial reports. We had a negative cash flow of $4,760.21, with a positive YTD of $12,042.55.

Alliant Energy stock was -$1.04 (1.85%) this month, with a YTD of -$6.26 (10.18%). Treasurer’s Report accepted.

Pastor’s Report: General: Asking about publishing minutes in the lamplighter, publishing the unapproved minutes of that month rather than
the approved minutes a month later. Last Month: Johann Costello passed away December 24, 2022. No funeral has been planned. Non-
member Funerals: Ethan Davis-Krebs 12/17/22, James Patzlaff 12/19/22 and Aron Brown 12/31/22. This Month: Thursday, January 12 Lori
and I will have a staff planning day. I hope to do this twice a year—once in January and once in June. Saturday 1/14 I have a non-member
funeral, Wendy Baehman, the daughter of Keith Cory. Non-member Funerals: Michael Schmidt 1/5/23 . For the Future: February 2 Thursday
evening services resume; February 12 Annual Meeting; February 22 Ash Wednesday.

Vice President’s Report: Noah and Jim have their keys, and Deb is working to get her key later this week. Door alarm codes are being
established later this week as well.

Continued
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting Highlights  December 13, 2022…Continued

Deacon’s Report: Pastor put the new altar cloth schedule in the sacristy.

Trustee’s Report: Craig is meeting with the Trustees after the meeting. Craig confirmed desired location of flag. There’s still some things 
needed to be hung in the Fellowship Hall, which the Trustees will figure out among themselves. Discussion about keeping doors closed 
because of fire safety, specifically the Sanctuary. Tom says that while it’s not the biggest deal fire wise, but in order to keep different areas 
more climate controlled, closing the doors would help out with that.

Old Business: Kim went over the 2023 Annual Budget, and budget was accepted as printed. Building Use Fee amendments looked good. 
Eaton’s Pizza Sale went well, 12 pizzas were picked up to be sold at service Sunday and all 12 were sold, which will be continued every week 
alongside coupons themselves. Wishlist Contacts will being updated by Pastor Andi, and when completed it will be posted to the website. 
Video Equipment funds are being raised but we still need additional funds before the new switcher can be ordered. Pizza sale proceeds may 
be used to fund the rest of the balance and it should be mentioned at the Annual Meeting.

New Business: The Annual Meeting Agenda looked good. Council approved putting unofficial highlighted or abbreviated minutes from the 
current month in the lamplighter as opposed to waiting a month for official reports. Committee formed to review employee contracts 
and/or job descriptions.  Committee will be chaired by Connie, joined by Zach, Dan and Craig.

Good & Welfare: Connie thinks there should be a group that can help out with things that come up in people’s times of need as well as
other outreach missions/events that could be established by the group. Pastor Andi says that she has been thinking about something similar,
and would want more things in place if she were to take a sabbatical. She wants to talk more about this with Connie and establish ideas with
where this could go. Zach is planning on restructuring the website, and is looking for ideas and input about things that the website would
need. Kim asks about a tour of the building for a future meeting.

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

The Lamplighter | February 2023

A Note From Pastor

Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes

Treasurer’s Nook

Scrip Orders

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top



Miscellaneous

Raise Rite Assistance
Lisa Smith had so graciously volunteered to start the gift card program many years ago and has done such a great job of managing it all of 
these years, she is not giving it up, however, through discussion we feel it’s necessary to have someone available for back up in case Lisa 
is unavailable.  A shared management of the program would be what we are looking at.  

Is this something you might be interested in?  Lisa takes care of entering the orders online and communication with RaiseRight.  The cards 
get delivered to church and Lori distributes them.  Orders are placed on the first Sunday of the month with extra order dates at Christmas 
time.

If you would be interested in learning more about the program and how it works, please contact Lisa Smith at 920-379-7732.  Please 
prayerfully consider sharing your time and talents with our gift card program.  This is a great ongoing fundraiser for Emmanuel!
------------------------

A few weeks ago in worship I shared that I was recently diagnosed with autoimmune hepatitis. I thought I would take a little time 
to share a few things with my church family. Unlike hepatitis A, B and C, autoimmune hepatitis in not contagious. While Hepatitis A, B 
and C is caused by viruses and can be spread when you come into contact with that virus, Autoimmune hepatitis is caused by my immune 
system, which is supposed to attack and destroy bacteria, viruses and abnormal cells, mistakenly targeting healthy liver cells. It is chronic, 
so this will be with me for the entirety of my life’s journey. At my yearly check-up, my lab work showed sky-rocketing liver enzymes. After 
a lot more blood draws, ultrasounds, scans and a biopsy—this is where I find myself. I didn’t have a whole lot of symptoms that seemed 
strange—fatigue, joint and muscle aches and skin itching/rash. Who, at my age, doesn’t have aches and pains and fatigue? And dry itchy 
shin?? It was a routine c ine and I have to keep it. Treatment will be to lower my immune system so that little rascal will leave my liver 
alone. That means I am susceptible to more illness. All those immuno-compromised people talked about as we discussed Covid—that’s 
is now me ☹. I hope to get all this under control so I can be a little more present with all of you.

Feel free to ask me any questions you might have. Just be warned, my answer will probably be, “I don’t know.” Because I just 
don’t know. What I do know is that I will do my best to continue to journey along with all of you because that is where I belong. I am 
pretty much fine. I feel pretty good. And you can’t catch this from me. So, with the exception of a bad joke or two, I think I am pretty 
safe! 

Pastor Andi
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Miscellaneous

2022 GIVING STATEMENTS

ARE AVAILABLE IN THE UPPER NARTHEX

If you would like to have your statement emailed or mailed to you, please 

contact the church office at 920-235-8340 or via email at 

office@emmanueloshkosh.org.  Thank you!

Please remember if you are having surgery or a procedure done, please call 

the church office 920-235-8340 or send us an email at 

office@emmanueloshkosh.org and let us know.  Pastor Andi would like to be 

there for you and your family at this difficult time.
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Miscellaneous

Labyrinth Brick Update….

Our plan was to have a brick order placed and for the bricks to be installed sometime during the summer.  Our order has been placed, however, the 
company that does the engraving is having difficulty getting the materials needed to do the engraving.  Unless we receive the bricks before the winter 
weather sets in, we won’t be able to install them until next spring.  If you have a brick ordered, we will let you know when we have received it and it 
has been installed.  Thank you for your patience!

Labyrinth Brick Order Form….

The bricks that are available are in the 4x8 size  
Three lines, 11 characters per line including spaces 
The cost per brick is $60.00 (this includes engraving and return postage)
If you would like to purchase a brick in honor or memory of a loved one, please fill out the order blank below.  If you have any questions, please 
contact the church office at 235-8340 or by email at office@emmanueloshkosh.org.

Please include your name:__________________________________
Number of bricks you would like to purchase_____
Amount Due_________

Please remember, if you have a prayer request you can enter it on our website at www.emmanueloshkosh.org.  You can also call the church office 
at 920-235-8340 any weekday morning with your request.

# of Bricks Honor, Memory of or… First 

Name(s)

Last

Name
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Miscellaneous
If you have any questions or concerns for the Church Council, Memorial and Endowment Committee and Pastoral Relations Committee, please find the contact 
information below: 

Would you like to share your time and talents with Emmanuel? Please consider volunteering for any of these committees, please contact the church office 
920.235.8340 if you are interested. 

Church Council

Leanne Monroe President Dan Rogers Vice-President

Zach Wolf Secretary Kim Winter Treasurer

Craig Geiger Trustee Jim Schaick Trustee

Noah Wilson Trustee Tom Stark Trustee

Debra Kraemer Deacon Rene Rogers Deacon

Robin Wilson Deacon Connie Whittaker Deacon

Memorial/Endowment Committee: 

Gerry Keuler Ann Stark

Kathleen Hable Henry Caron

Sandy Golliher Margaret Yoder

Emily Reyes

Pastoral Relations Committee:

Sandra Golliher Kay Lund

Julie Barthels Lori Potratz

Faith Lueck
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Additional Resources

We’d love to hear from you!

Click here to give us your feedback.

Visit us on social media.
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