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December 2022

I’m putting my tree up this weekend—BEFORE Thanksgiving.  And I’m turning on the lights.  And every morning when I drink my coffee I am going to sit in 

the living room lit only by those Christmas tree lights.  And every evening when its dark so depressingly early, I am going to turn on my tree lights and 

brighten my mood AND the room.  

Don’t worry about me pushing Thanksgiving aside. That won’t happen. The day will start with the Turkey Trot followed by a stop at Starbucks, which has 

become a tradition for Becca and me.  This year we are joined by Hannah and my niece, Kayla. And we might even elect to go to Dunkin Donuts rather 

than Starbucks—we keep our options open.  As usual, we will be traveling to my parents.  The menu has been set and plans are pretty much solidified. 

And I am incredibly blessed to be able to spend the day with all of them.    And then I am going to come home and turn on my tree lights!

Bah humbug if you prefer.  Roll your eyes and speak against the commercialism if you’d like.  Cling to the rejection of all things joyful if that makes you 

feel better.  But I sure do love the festival, the party, the sheer celebration of Christmas.   I love the music and lights and food and presents.  I love the 

parties and laughter and excitement (but not so much the eggnog).  And I love my tree.  Yes--it’s hectic and stressful and there always seems to be a 

shortage of time.  And yet it is so very awesome.  

So friends, I am putting my tree up as soon as I can.  I’m grabbing the Christmas spirit as early as I can and I holding onto it far after everyone else has 

taken down their tree and boxed up all their decorations.  It’s just how I do me.  And long after it is socially acceptable, I will be turning on my tree lights 

and sipping that coffee in the dark of the early morning and the late afternoon.  And in that moment I will be feeling peace on earth and goodwill to all 

people.  

Here is my prayer for all of you: find your Christmas tree.  Find that things that brings you peace and contentment.  Find that safe spot of calm in the 

midst of the chaos that is life.  And then sit there for a while.  Reflect and give thanks. And then stay just a bit longer. Peace and contentment have a way 

of being a healing balm for all sorts of ailments.  See, it’s not about some Christmas spirit that is tied to a date on the calendar.  We are faithfully 

breathing in the Spirit, the Christ, our very God.  And it is good. 

Pastor Andi
pastor.andi@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes

Sunday, 
December 4

Ron & Sandra Golliher

Sunday, 
December 11

Dan & Rene Rogers

Sunday, 
December 18

Mike & Alice Peppler

Saturday, 
December 24
(Christmas Eve)
3:30p

Nate & Robin Wilson

Saturday, 
December 24
(Christmas Eve)
5:00p

VOLONTEERS ARE NEEDED 
PLEASE!

A Note From Pastor

Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes

Treasurer’s Nook

Scrip Orders

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top

The Lamplighter | December 2022



Treasurer’s Nook
As we enter December, the final month of 2022, we need to take time to reflect on the many blessings we have received as a congregation 

during this past year. We are fortunate to have members that give of their time, talents and treasures, all of which continue to make a 

difference for us. 

We have had many building projects this year that were made possible through a combination of people donating their time, giving extra 

monetary gifts and through funds available from the Memorial and Endowment accounts. Thank you to those that have been involved in 

these projects. 

While we had a deficit in October, our year-to-date results show a slight positive cash flow. Our goal will be to maintain this as we close out 

the year. 

October 2022 Results

Kim Winter

Treasurer

THE NUMBERS
MONTHLY 
BUDGET

MONTHLY
ACTUAL

YTD
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

Direct Giving 16757 18448 170194 166438

Other Income 2419 3483 27400 46620

Total Income 19176 21931 197594 213058

Total Expenses 20260 23327 206483 210155

Cashflow/(Deficit) (1084) (1396) (8889) 2904
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RaiseRight (Scrip Orders)
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YOU WILL HAVE TWO OPPORTUNITIES TO ORDER GIFT CARDS IN DECEMBER IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS

THE 1ST ORDER WILL GO IN ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4TH

THE 2ND OPPORTUNITY TO ORDER IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11TH WE WILL CALL YOU WHEN YOUR GIFT CARDS ARE HERE

Remember also that we have a limited supply of gift cards available weekdays in the church office and Sunday mornings in the lower 

narthex.  There are so many different gift cards available, you will find something for everyone on your Christmas list!  There are gift cards 

for your decorating needs as well as your baking and cooking needs.  Check out the list and fill out your order today!

Thank you to LISA SMITH, MARGARET YODER, LEANNE MONROE AND SANDRA GOLLIHER for managing the gift card program and having 

the gift cards available for us!
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Food Pantry
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During the month of October, we provided food for 48 families.  93 adults and 61 children were served.  We distributed approximately 5040 

pounds of food.  Curbside pick-up continues to work well for food distribution.

If you would like to help out in the pantry, once a week, once every other week or once a month, we would love to have you join our team!  

If you are interested, please contact the church office by phone at 920-235-8340 or via email at office@emmanueloskosh.org.  If you aren’t 

sure, stop by on a Tuesday, Wednesday, or Friday morning between 8:00am and 10:15am and see what it is all about.

We would like to thank Red’s Piggly Wiggly and Jay Koepke and Festival Foods for their continued support.

Thank you to our wonderful volunteers.  Thank you to HENRY CARON, MARGARET YODER, RAY HITZ, SANDY FOLSKE, CHERYL PEPPLER, 

DEBRA KRAEMER, GAIL HABLE, MARY DINKINS, PETER SMITH, RICK PEPPLER, JIM SCHAICK & DAN MONROE.  

The Lamplighter | December 2022

mailto:office@emmanueloskosh.org


Thank you
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✓ Thank you to ZACH WOLF & CORY SCHULTZ for videotaping and posting our worship services online.  You can view our services at 

emmanueloshkosh.org and on our Facebook page.  Log onto Facebook.com/emmanueloshkosh, click on videos on the left-hand side of 

the page, and choose which service you would like.

✓ Thank you to LEANNE MONROE, KIM WINTER, LISA SMITH & JIM & JODY SCHAICK for running the projector during worship.

✓ Thank you to CORY SCHULTZ & LISA SMITH for keeping our website up to date.

✓ Thank you Ray!  😊

✓ Thank you to JIM SCHAICK for keeping up with the lawn maintenance.

✓ Thank you to LEANNE MONROE, KIM WINTER, CONNIE WHITTAKER & SHARON SMITH for cleaning around the church.

✓ Thank you to KAREN & DENNIS CHAPIN for picking up the donuts and supplies for Coffee Hour.  Thank you also to KAREN CHAPIN, 

MARY DINKINS & MARILYN MORRISON for cleaning up after Coffee Hour.

✓ Thank you to MARILYN MORRISON for putting in the fall flower arrangements in the outdoor planters by the entryway.  These are in 

memory of her Mother, Mildred Hinz.

✓ Thank you to RAY HITZ, MIKE & KIM WINTER & GAIL HABLE for putting up the outdoor lights for Christmas.

✓ Thank you to EVERYONE who is working at keeping Emmanuel clean and in order during Meg’s absence.



Coming Up
✓ WEDNESDAYS IN DECEMBER

✓ Chime Choir at 5:30p

✓ WEDNESDAYS IN DECEMBER
✓ Chime Choir at 6:30p

✓ SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022
✓ Confirmation Class after Worship

✓ WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2022
✓ Confirmation Class at 5:45p

✓ SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022
✓ Sunday School at 10:00a

✓ TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2022
✓ Church Council Meeting at 6:30p

✓ New Members are invited!

✓ WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022
✓ Confirmation Class at 5:45p

✓ SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2022
✓ Oshkosh North Madrigals 8:30 – 9:00a

✓ Sunday School Christmas Program
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✓ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2022
✓ Worship at 3:30p

✓ Worship at 5:00p

✓ SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2022
✓ Online Worship only.

✓ No In-person Worship. 

✓ MONDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2022
✓ Church office is Closed
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Sunday School Mission Project…We are continuing to collect monetary donations for Operation Not Alone.  They have also let us know that 

they are in need of snacks that have a long shelf life, like potato chips, Cheetos, granola bars, energy bars and anything like that. Cheer 

packages are sent out annually around Veteran’s Day.  Let’s help Operation Not Alone show our appreciation for the sacrifices our military 

veterans have made while defending our freedom.  Our Noisy Collection collected on Sunday, October 30th brought in $158.97!  Thank you 

for your support of Operation Not Alone.  The next Noisy Collection will be on Sunday, January 29th.  Keep saving your loose change!
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NOVEMBER MEMORIAL & ENDOWMENT REPORT

In loving memory of JOAN HARMON

A gift to the Decorating Fund by

Randy & Amy Montgomery

Valeria Basler

Mike & Kim Winter

Daniel & Judith Harmon

Rebecca Moore & Family

Sandy Villalobos

In loving memory of JOAN HARMON

A gift was given to the Music Fund
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting Highlights  - October 11, 2022

Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Jeff. Opening prayer by Pastor Andi.

Secretary’s Report: Secretary’s report accepted as printed.

Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed September financial reports. We had a negative cash flow of $3,265.26 with a positive YTD of $14,299.56.  

Alliant Energy stock was -$8.12 (13.28%) this month, with a YTD of -$8.46 (13.76%).  Majority of expenses for the month were Employees’ 

Pension, Andi's Health Insurance, Andi's Quarterly Taxes, 3rd Qtr Fed & SS Taxes and WPS.  Treasurer’s Report accepted.

Pastor’s Report: We need Ushers for our regular Sunday worship. I had a conversation with a regular member who needs some assistance in 

the mornings getting a walker out of the car to get into church. I would like us to consider ‘keeping an eye out’ for those who park in the 

handicapped spaces and ask if they need assistance. This is good year-round but might be especially important as the weathers gets colder 

and we are dealing with snow and ice. I know some of you have heard that Bethany UCC voted to sell their facility last month. I have had a 

conversation with their pastor, Deborah, and we have discussed Bethany using our building in the future. I think this is a good opportunity 

for us to help a sister church in their time of need.  Some dates to keep in mind:  Wednesday, November 23-Thanksgiving Eve Worship @ 

7:00, Saturday, November 26-Christmas Decorating @ 9:00, Saturday, December 24-Christmas Eve Services at 3:30 and 5:00, Sunday, 

December 25-Virtual Worship Only, Monday, December 26-Church Office Closed.

Vice President’s Report: Leanne worked to get every spot filled for the election, making a full ballot.  She has been working with the keys in 

order to label and number the key cabinet, and she has finished and fully organized both physically and electronically.

Trustee’s Report: Church repairs updates: Roof was repaired, with the final cost coming out lower than the initial quote. The water heater 

has been requested, but is not here nor installed yet.  All church fire drill went

well, the only issue is that everyone went out the main entrance instead of the closest entrance.
Continued
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Church Council
Church Council Meeting Highlights  - October 11, 2022 – Continued

Old Business: Leanne talked about the fellowship hall paint colors.  It was decided to have the Extra White for the ceiling and Silverpointe for the walls 

with a satin finish. Organ inspection will happen sometime in November, Mary is waiting for an official time. Leanne got a very detailed guide from Meg 

from what she does for a description while her position is covered during her recovery. Discussion on the Building Use Agreement, to be voted on at the 

next meeting.

New Business: Council voted to approve an agreement with Bethany UCC in order to move forward with using our church facility for services after selling 

their building, if they so choose to go with Emmanuel. Kim is going to start working on the budget, and asks if anyone knows any information on pricing 

changes to do with the general maintenance of the church (Insurance, water/heat, etc.). Council approved Memorial and Endowment interest allocation: 

10% Local Mission - Warming Shelter - $330 and Sleep in Heavenly Peace - $300, 10% Wider Church Mission - UCC Disaster Fund - $630, 10% Local 

Church Program - Special Music - $200 and Church Video System - $430,70% Remaining Allocation - Lay Academy - $500 and Future Roof Replacement -

$3910.

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.

Next meeting is on November 8, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.
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Miscellaneous

Poinsettia & Emmanuel Church Donations

We are offering the option of ordering a Poinsettia or making a donation to Emmanuel church in honor or memory of a loved one this 

holiday season.  If you are ordering a Poinsettia orders have to be in by  December 4th with your payment.   If you are making a 

donation to Emmanuel please have your donation in by December 11th. Please Print your information clearly.  Thank you! 

If you are ordering a Poinsettia, please make sure you are able to pick it up after Christmas!
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Miscellaneous

Would you like to be an Usher?

We are still in need of ushers to help with the offering on Sunday mornings.  This would mean we need at least two 

people during the service on Sunday who would be willing to pass along the collection plate and bring it up to the altar.  

We are trying to get enough Ushers so you would only have to do it one Sunday a month or every other month.  An 

Usher’s schedule will be in your monthly Lamplighter and also posted in the Usher’s closet in the upper narthex.  If you 

would like to be an Usher, please call the church office 920-235-8340 any weekday morning or via email at 

office@emmanueloshkosh.org.  Thank you for your help!

We could use some helping cleaning around the church.  If you would be able to help, please contact Leanne Monroe 

(920)379-6338 or the church office (920)235-8340.  You can help a little or a lot, whatever works for you!!  

We are continuing to collect metal tabs from beverage cans for the Ronald McDonald House in Wisconsin.  You can drop 

your metal tabs in the church office or in the mail slot to the left of the entryway doors on Michigan Street, or in the little

white church in the upper narthex.  Than you to EARL & LAURIE DORST pick up and delivering the metal tabs to St. Paul.

Please remember, if you have a prayer request you can enter it on our website at www.emmnaueloshkosh.org.  You can also call the 

church office at 920-235-8340 any weekday morning with your request.
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Miscellaneous

Fellowship Hall Update…

The Fellowship Hall has been painted, and it looks amazing!!  If you haven’t seen it yet, come on in and check it out! Approximately 275 

hours went into the preparation, painting, and cleanup of the area.

The Fellowship Hall, including the stage area and adjacent hall along choir room to north staircase door were painted. This included 

spraying of the ceiling areas, edging, and rolling walls, painting of the stage floor, doors and priming and painting of all black floor base as 

well as the window trim.

This huge project never would have been completed without our many wonderful and dedicated volunteers.  Many thanks to, Leanne 

Monroe, Tom Stark, Nate Wilson, Jeff Stark, Kim Winter, Mike Winter, Earl Dorst, Zach Wolf, Abbie Baker, Alice Peppler, Jim Schaick, Emily 

Reyes, Rigo Reyes, Noah Wilson, Shelley Dedering, Ray Hitz, Sue Neitzel, Kay Lund, Gary Lund for all of their hard work.  Great job 

everyone!

Christmas Fund Year after Year, Your Gift Brings Joy

The Advent season of waiting and watching is also a season of preparing.  Our generosity prepares the way for hope, peace, 

justice, and community.  United Church of Christ retired clergy, servants of the church, have spent lifetimes baptizing and blessing, 

teaching and preaching, marrying and burying, comforting and empowering God’s people.  Now, through the Christ Fund for the Veterans 

of the Cross, we have the opportunity to sustain and empower them.

Our gifts of gratitude and love bring hope to the hopeless, joy to the sorrowful, and deep love to those who have ministered in 

God’s love for so long.  By giving generously to the Christmas Fund, we will help retired clergy, church staff, and their families to pay bills, 

maintain health insurance, and meet emergency needs.  Year after year, our gifts make a difference, easing the anxiety of constant 

financial worries.

To donate to the Christmas Fund we will have Christmas Fund envelopes in the pews throughout the month of December that 

you can use for your donation.  Please remember to put your name on the envelope to receive proper credit to your account.  Thank 

you!
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Miscellaneous

Friends,

Support and enhancement of our church technology is integral to support our worship services (displaying hymns, scripture, and 

announcements on the large screen at the front of the Sanctuary, broadcasting our services online, as well as supporting Pastor Andi and 

Mary by providing updates on their monitors).

Unfortunately, as technology improves and existing hardware ages, there becomes a need to improve hardware. As a church, this has 

occurred with the hardware used to support the features above. The hardware has exceeded its lifespan (excess of 20 years) and is no 

longer sufficient to support our church. We are currently operating on a ‘patch’ that has a very limited lifespan, resulting in the need for 

an upgrade.

The Church Council and the Memorial/ Endowment Committee are working to coordinate funding for this project, but we will also need 

your financial assistance to help complete this upgrade. If you are able to help support our switcher project (the hardware upgrade that is 

needed), please contact Pastor Andi or the Church Office for assistance with your donation. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Cory Schultz

Director of Media

Technology Committee

cory.schultz@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Miscellaneous

2023 GIVING ENVELOPES WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR THOSE OF YOU STILL RECEIVING ENVELOPES THROUGHOUT THE MONTH OF 

DECEMBER IN THE UPPER NARTHEX

**PLEASE HAVE ALL OF YOUR 2022 DONATIONS INTO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27TH**

THANK YOU!

MEET OUR 2023 CHURCH COUNCIL

President – Leanne Monroe   Vice President – Dan Rogers

Treasurer – Kim Winter     Secretary – Zach Wolf

Trustee – Craig Geiger    Trustee – Tom Stark

Trustee – Jim Schaick Trustee – Noah Wilson

Deacon – Rene Rogers     Deacon – Robin Wilson

Deacon – Connie Whittaker    Deacon – Debra Kraemer

Thank you for sharing your time and talent with Emmanuel!!

We could use some helping cleaning around the church.  If you would be able to help, please contact Leanne Monroe (920)379-6338 

or the church office (920)235-8340.  You can help a little or a lot, whatever works for you!!  
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Miscellaneous

CHURCH STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFTS

We are once again offering the opportunity to express your thanks to the staff at Emmanuel by participating in the “Free Will White 

Envelope Offering”.  Please include your name on the outside of the envelope in this Lamplighter for proper credit to your account.  

Please list the names of the employees on the outside of the envelope and how you want the donation divided.  If there are no names 

listed, the “gift” will be divided equally among all of the employees of the church.

The employees are as follows:

Pastor Andi Pastor

Mary Dinkins Music Director

Lori Holland Administrative Assistant

Meg Hable Custodian

It is our wish that this will give you a way to express your thanks for their help, support, caring and spiritual strength throughout the year.

The Church Council

2023 CHURCH COUNCIL INSTALLATION

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2023

9:00AM WORSHIP
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Miscellaneous

Labyrinth Brick Update….

Our plan was to have a brick order placed and for the bricks to be installed sometime during the summer.  Our order has been placed, however, the 
company that does the engraving is having difficulty getting the materials needed to do the engraving.  Unless we receive the bricks before the winter 
weather sets in, we won’t be able to install them until next spring.  If you have a brick ordered, we will let you know when we have received it and it 
has been installed.  Thank you for your patience!

Labyrinth Brick Order Form….

The bricks that are available are in the 4x8 size  
Three lines, 11 characters per line including spaces 
The cost per brick is $60.00 (this includes engraving and return postage)
If you would like to purchase a brick in honor or memory of a loved one, please fill out the order blank below.  If you have any questions, please 
contact the church office at 235-8340 or by email at office@emmanueloshkosh.org.

Please include your name:__________________________________
Number of bricks you would like to purchase_____
Amount Due_________

Please remember, if you have a prayer request you can enter it on our website at www.emmanueloshkosh.org.  You can also call the church office 
at 920-235-8340 any weekday morning with your request.
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# of Bricks Honor, Memory of or… First 

Name(s)

Last

Name
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Miscellaneous
If you have any questions or concerns for the Church Council, Memorial and Endowment Committee and Pastoral Relations Committee, please find the contact 
information below: 

Would you like to share your time and talents with Emmanuel? Please consider volunteering for any of these committees, please contact the church office 
920.235.8340 if you are interested. 

Church Council

Jeff Stark President Leanne Monroe Vice-President

Zach Wolf Secretary Kim Winter Treasurer

Craig Geiger Trustee Trustee

Dan Rogers Trustee Tom Stark Trustee

Karen Chapin Deacon Rene Rogers Deacon

Robin Wilson Deacon Connie Whittaker Deacon

Memorial/Endowment Committee: 

Gerry Keuler Peter Smith

Kathleen Hable Henry Caron

Sandy Golliher

Pastoral Relations Committee:

Sandra Golliher Kay Lund

Julie Barthels Lori Potratz

Faith Lueck
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Additional Resources

We’d love to hear from you!

Click here to give us your feedback.

Visit us on social media.
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