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‘If you hit a wrong note, it's the next note that you play that determines if it's good or bad.’  Like all great jazz musicians, Miles Davis was a master of 
improvisation. As such he saw musical mistakes as opportunities--a philosophy he carried into the rest of his life. It's how we react to so-called mistakes 
that determine whether the ultimate outcome will be negative or positive. As Davis improvised on his trumpet, he showed all who would listen how to 
turn something that initially sounded wrong into something that was surprisingly great.

I see that as being a person of hope. So many time’s in these lives we lead, hard things happen. Sometimes it is our own poor choices that get us into a 
bind; other times it isn’t our fault as all. But the fact remains, we find ourselves in a difficult place. How we react and how we process those things will 
decide for us if it is completely horrible or an opportunity for growth (or a combination of both!)

Whether you are playing a musical instrument or simply living your life, in order to improvise you have to be able to keep an open mind. Learning ceases 
the moment we begin to believe we know all we need. And when learning ceases, wisdom wanes accordingly. Those that know what they think, but 
acknowledge that they don’t know everything, can keep minds open enough to learn new things, to see other sides of an argument and, therefore, to 
grow.

In our faith, we see growth in the way in which our understanding of scripture changes as we age and experience life differently. While the actual words 
of scripture remain the same, the way those words speak to us changes. It’s not that we were wrong in our prior understanding, but rather that we were 
at a different place in our life. For me personally, this is one of the most beautiful things about scripture and why I see it as a living and breathing 
(figuratively) entity. 

Hold fast to these ideas as the world around us changes so quickly. We too, can change quickly. We know how to improvise, we know how to learn new 
things, and we are intelligent enough to understand where someone else might be coming from—even if we don’t agree. Our stumbling block these days 
is not that we disagree, but that we refuse to find common ground and offer respect.

Each of us, even those as good as Miles Davis, hit a few notes we never intended. But hold on and wait for that next note—the hope-filled followers of 
Christ will make sure it is surprisingly great. In the musical world we sometimes call it resolving the dissonance (that is when there are two notes that 
clash and one of them changes to sound a beautiful cord.)  May God continue to strengthen us as we, Christ’s church, seek to be those who resolve the 
dissonance of this world.      

Pastor Andi
pastor.andi@emmanueloshkosh.org
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Once again, as a congregation, we pulled together and had a positive cash flow for the month of May. God does work in mysterious ways and he did that 
when we received a one-time payment of $10,000 from TDS Metrocom for a property easement. Since these funds are significant and a one-time only 
influx of money, in the lamplighter we will report numbers that exclude it.

In June however, our expenses exceeded our giving resulting in negative cash flows for both the month and year to date. 

As you are reading this, we will be in the summer months where giving has typically been lower. We are a strong congregation with many gifts and 
talents and I’m hopeful we, as a congregation, will continue to support and meet the needs of our church.
May 2022 Results

June 2022 Results

Kim Winter
Treasurer

THE NUMBERS
MONTHLY 
BUDGET

MONTHLY
ACTUAL

YTD
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

Direct Giving 16807 9553 86903 75489

Other Income 3078 14092 14816 25786

Total Income 19885 23645 101719 101275

Total Expenses 19365 20557 102521 105950

Cashflow/(Deficit) 520 3088 (802) 4675
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THE NUMBERS
MONTHLY 
BUDGET

MONTHLY
ACTUAL

YTD
BUDGET

YTD
ACTUAL

Direct Giving 16807 14478 103470 99967

Other Income 2182 4 17238 25790

Total Income 18989 14482 120708 115757

Total Expenses 22075 20230 124596 126180

Cashflow/(Deficit) (3086) (5748) (3888) (10423)



Scrip Orders

The Lamplighter | August 2022

A Note From Pastor

Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes

Treasurer’s Nook

Scrip Orders

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top

SCRIP ORDERS ARE DUE SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2022

The Scrip program is now known as RaiseRight if you are checking the program out online.
If you choose to donate money for a SCRIP card for the Back to School Fair, please have your donations brought to church no later than Friday, August
5th. We need to know ahead of time how many SCRIP cards we will need to order for Back to School Fair.

Please remember we have a limited supply of certain SCRIP cards available on Sunday mornings and weekday mornings in the church office. It’s time to
start your back to school shopping. Pick up a SCRIP card for all of your back to school needs!
Thank you to LISA SMITH, MARGARET YODER, LEANNE MONROE & SANDY GOLLIHER for your help with the SCRIP program.



Food Pantry

The Lamplighter | August 2022

A Note From Pastor

Ushers, Greeters, Acolytes

Treasurer’s Nook

Scrip Orders

Food Pantry

Thank you!

Coming up…

Sunday School

Memorials & Honorarium 

Church Council

Miscellaneous

Calendar

Back to Top

During the month of May we served 43 families.  89 adults and 70 children were served.  We distributed approximately 4515 pounds of food.  In June we 
served 63 families.  133 adults and 101 children were served.  We distributed approximately 6615 pounds of food.  We continue to operate the pantry 
with curbside pick-up.

We can always use more volunteers to help with the distribution of food.  Our pantry is open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.  We answer 
calls from 8:00am-9:30am, with pick up from 9:30am-10:15am.  If you would like to help us on one of those days, you are usually out of here no later 
than 10:30.  It’s quick, and you can get on with your day!  If you would be interested in taking phone calls or helping with the curbside pick-up, please call 
the church office any weekday morning at 920-235-8340, or via email at office@emmanueloshkosh.org.  If we get more people to help out, it would 
alleviate the necessity of being here weekly.  We would love to have you join the team!

We would like to thank Mark and Susie’s Piggly Wiggly and Jay Koepke and Festival Foods for their continued support.  

Thank you so much to our dedicated group of volunteers.  Thank you to HENRY CARON, MARGARET YODER, RAY HITZ, CHERYL PEPPLER, SANDY 
FOLSKE, DEBRA KRAEMER, MARY DINKINS, GAIL HABLE, PETER SMITH, RICK PEPPLER, JIM SCHAICK & DAN MONROE.  We can’t thank you enough for 
your support!

“Those who bring sunshine to the lives of others
cannot keep it from themselves.”

-James Barrie

mailto:office@emmanueloshkosh.org
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• Thank you to CORY SCHULTZ for your work videotaping and posting our worship services online.  You can view our services at emmanueloshkosh.org 
and on our Facebook page.  Log onto Facebook.com/emmanueloshkosh, click on videos on the left-hand side of the page, and choose which service 
you would like.

• Thank you Ray! 😊

• Thank you to LISA SMITH & CORY SCHULTZ for keeping our website up to date.

• Thank you to JIM SCHAICK for continuing to mow the lawn.

• Thank you to LEANNE MONROE for pulling weeds in the Labyrinth and around the building outside.

• Thank you to KAREN & DENNIS CHAPIN for continuing to pick up the donuts and supplies for coffee hour throughout the summer so we are able to 
enjoy our time together after worship.  We appreciate all that you do!
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• Tuesday, August 9, 2022 | 6:30p

• Church Council Meeting

• Wednesday, August 10, 2022 | 6:30p

• Memorial & Endowment Meeting
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Sunday School Mission Project…

We are continuing to collect monetary donations as well as personal hygiene items for Operation Not Alone.  project will go to 
support Operation Not Alone.   Cheer packages are sent out annually around Veteran’s Day.  Let’s help Operation Not Alone show 
our appreciation for the sacrifices our military veterans have made while defending our freedom. 

“No act of kindness, however small, is ever wasted.”
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JUNE MEMORIAL & HONORARIUM REPORT

In loving memory of DONALD SIMONS
A gift to the Memorial Fund by

Dan & Leanne Monroe Ron & Joan Gorchels
Family & Friends

In loving memory of BILL JUERGENS
A gift to the Labyrinth Crosses by

The Juergens Estate
In loving memory of CHUCK PEPPLER

A gift to the Memorial Fund by
Earl & Laurie Dorst

In loving memory of JIM HARMON
A gift to the Food Pantry & Music Fund by

Brad & Liz Schultz Ron & Carol Waeckerlin
Earl & Laurie Dorst Nancy Moore
Rebecca Moore Michael & Linda Leaman
Robert & Robin Heinemann Jeff & Ann Stark
Tom & Candy Stark Sandy Villalobos
Dan & Leanne Monroe Rosemary Lowney
Sandy Folske James & Mary Lou Felda
Margaret Yoder Ron & Sandy Golliher
Jim & Debra Kraemer Glen & Julie Barthels
Dan & Rene Rogers Constance Hyler
Ron & Joan Gorchels Mike & Kim Winter
Dorothy Fredrick Jim Peppler
Randy & Amy Montgomery Snitz Baseball Club
Mike & Alice Peppler David & Beth Ann Olsen
Dale & Sue Scheller Valeria Basler
Paul Sundquist

In loving memory of JIM HARMON 
A gift was given to the Organ Fund
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HIGHLIGHTED COUNCIL MINUTES – MAY 10, 2022
Meeting called to order by Jeff. Opening prayer by Pastor Andi.

President’s Report:  Jeff updated the council with the easement, the check has been received and the work on the easement has begun.

Secretary’s Report: April minutes had a few typos, which had been corrected, and the minutes were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed April financial reports. We had a negative cash flow of $6,653.24 with a negative YTD of $7,763.55. Alliant Energy stock 
was -$3.75 (6.00%) this month, with a YTD of -$2.70 (4.39%). Majority of expenses for the month were Ukraine relief, pension funds, insurance, worker’s 
compensation, and quarterly taxes. Pastor asked about whether or not the offering plate being passed would be the cause for a decrease in giving, and 
the council discussed this. Karen asked about the schedule, who would be doing the offering weekly, and the council then decided to start passing the 
offering plate during service at a later date. Treasurer’s Report accepted.

Pastor’s Report: Covid: Winnebago County remains at a low level of infection rate. We have placed the bibles and hymnals back in the pews. General: I 
did not speak with Mary about the recordings on the electric piano. I did speak with her organ tuners. She spoke with a friend of hers about coming in. 
She also has been in contact with a local church about their tuner and we are looking at that as well. Cory and I will get a recorded service into the new 
computer, we just have not done so yet. I will be starting to contact families of Confirmation age kids. I currently have 6 potential confirmands. Last 
Month: Clergy Support Group was May 5, I officiated at Don Simons’s funeral April 22 @ 10:00 and Chuck Peppler’s funeral on April 22 @ 2:00, I 
attended the NEA Annual meeting  April 30 at First Congregational Church in Appleton via Zoom. We have celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism with the 
Ramirez family April 24 and the Calder family May 8. Update:  The food Pantry freezer is here. It has been paid for and the grant has come through 
reimbursing us. Tom wired an outlet for the freezer, and we are good to go! This Month: Jay Schultz, from Konrad-Behlman Funeral Homes, will be 
presenting this Sunday about pre-planning/pre-paying for a funeral.
We have a baptism coming up, May 22. The Northeast Association will
be using our building tomorrow for Clergy Day. Author Holly Whitcomb will be leading us to discuss what we have learned from this season of Covid. The
building will be in use from 9:30-1:30. I will be attending an informational meeting about clergy willing to volunteer as Police Chaplains on Friday at 4:30.
I am continuing my Clergy Boundary training which is required every four years to maintain standing. I am about ¼ of the way through my online course. I
will complete my requirement at the Conference Annual meeting with a 3 hour in-person class. For the Future:
I have had a request to consider painting the fellowship hall. I have to agree. Bringing area clergy in, I am reminded that it looks a little worn. We need to 

discuss who is going to mow this spring/summer/fall.

Continued
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Church Council Meeting Highlights May 10, 2022 – Continued

Deacon’s Report: Karen says that communion supplies have been ordered.

Trustee’s Report: Craig mentioned that a crack has been forming in the sanctuary, and the trustees are going to check it out at their meeting after council. Depending
on the result of what they find, action to repair it will be made, though Craig mentions he doesn’t expect it to be anything major. Craig gave a reminder that Perfect Seal
is coming early June and will remind Pastor and Lori about it closer to that time. LED lights are still being worked on, with varying success. Tom said the light on the cross
is repaired, the front sign is now working but the bulbs needed to be upgraded to LED.

Old Business: No update or bids on the funeral plots.

New Business: Organ inspection contract with an organ company based in Verona, WI named Case Organ Company, with an estimate to assess the organ

Good & Welfare: Tom asked Kim whether Mike would consider overseeing the Boiler.

Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Our Church has a long history of maintaining its building in an exceptional manner.  The members of our Church along with our Trustee’s identify 
repairs that are needed.  The Church Council then develops a plan to have the repairs completed and most importantly, paid for. This process is 
generally manageable, but sometimes, we have a need to ask for your assistance to fund some repairs.  We are in that situation now.
In the last month, the following repairs have identified:
• Repair the cracks in the sanctuary ceiling and walls.  The cost is $3000

• Repair the water damage on the east wall in the Fellowship Hall.  This would include patching the walls and painting the walls and the heating 

system covers.  The cost is $2457.

• Patch and paint the entire Fellowship Hall including the work on the east wall.  That cost would be $5280.  It would be best to contract this work 

but we are contemplating doing this work ourselves.  However, that requires many volunteers, the cost of the materials and a time when all of 

the volunteers could be work on the project.

• Replace a water heater at a cost of $2750

• There is significant brick damage on the east exterior wall by the Labyrinth.  We are currently seeking an estimate for this work but $3000 may 

be a good guess for the cost of this work.

• The central AC for the office and lower narthex needed repair.  We have not seen the invoice for this work but $300 may be a good guess.

• One last item is the sealcoating of the parking areas.  This was a planned expense but the cost was $1300 more than we had allocated for this 

work.

The Church Council and the Memorial/ Endowment Committee will work to coordinate potential funding for these projects but we will also 

need your financial assistance to complete this work.  If you are able to fund one of these projects, please contact Pastor Andi, the Church 

Office or myself and we will assist you with that donation.  If you would like to donate money to a project, simply place your donation in an 

envelope and place it in the offering plate or drop it off at the Church Office.

It is uncommon for the Church Council to directly ask for money to complete maintenance work for the Church.  With so many repairs coming 

at one time, the Church Council wanted to make all of the members aware of our current needs so that we can then prioritize the work based 

on the money we can raise for these projects.

Thank you

Jeff Stark

President of the Church Council
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CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE….
We were hoping to have a new directory available the end of June, however, so we could insure the most accurate information we are 
taking corrections throughout July.  We hope to have a current directory available in August.  We will have paper copies available in the 
upper narthex, or if you choose, we will have an electronic version available.  What is nice about the electronic version is that we can 
send you updated versions whenever you would like. It is also readily available to you on your phone or computer if you need to contact 
someone.  If you would like the electronic version please call the church office 920-235-8340 or email office@emmanueloshkosh.org, 
Lori will send an electronic copy to you.  

Please help us out by calling or emailing any changes to the church office, or making the corrections in the directory located in the 
upper narthex.  Thank you for your help!

Chime Choir & Chancel Choir will be resuming in September.  If you would like to be a part of either or both of these choirs, please 
contact Lisa Keuler (Chime Choir) or Mary Dinkins (Chancel Choir) and let them know you are interested.  Chime Choir needs at least 
12 people to successfully have a great sounding Chime Choir.  In order to plan music and participation in worship scheduling, we need 
to know how many people we can count on.  Please call either Mary or Lisa today so they can begin to plan for September scheduling.  
We would love to have you be a part of the music during worship.

If you would like to help run the projector during Worship, let us know!  You do not have to have a lot of knowledge on how to operate a 
computer.  The service is already in the computer, all you need to do is follow along with the service and point and click.  Please talk to 
Cory Schultz or Kim Winter if you have any questions, or if you are interested in volunteering to help out.  Thank you to Kim Winter, Lisa 
Smith, Zach Wolf, Leanne Monroe, Abbie Baker and Kelly Freiberg for your help running the projection system.  We appreciate your 
continued dedication to this much needed Worship tool.

We are still collecting metal tabs from beverage cans for the Ronald McDonald Houses in Wisconsin to offset costs for families who need 
to stay in Milwaukee and Madison while their children are receiving hospital care.  You can drop your metal tabs in the church office or in 
the mail slot to the left of the entryway doors on Michigan street, or in the little white church in the upper narthex.  Thank you to 
everyone who has saved their metal tabs so far!  Thank you to EARL & LAURIE DORST for picking up and delivering the tabs to St. Paul.  

mailto:office@emmanueloshkosh.org
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If you have any questions or concerns for the Church Council, Memorial and Endowment Committee and Pastoral Relations Committee, please find the contact 
information below: 

Would you like to share your time and talents with Emmanuel? Please consider volunteering for any of these committees, please contact the church office 
920.235.8340 if you are interested. 

Church Council

Jeff Stark President Leanne Monroe Vice-President

Zach Wolf Secretary Kim Winter Treasurer

Craig Geiger Trustee Ian Seaholm Trustee

Dan Rogers Trustee Tom Stark Trustee

Karen Chapin Deacon Rene Rogers Deacon

Robin Wilson Deacon Connie Whittaker Deacon

Memorial/Endowment Committee: 

Gerry Keuler Peter Smith

Kathleen Hable Henry Caron

Sandy Golliher

Pastoral Relations Committee:

Sandra Golliher Kay Lund

Julie Barthels Lori Potratz

Faith Lueck
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Additional Resources

We’d love to hear from you!

Click here to give us your feedback.

Visit us on social media.
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http://www.facebook.com/emmanueloshkosh
http://www.emmanueloshkosh.org/
http://www.vimeo.com/emmanueloshkosh
mailto:office@emmanueloshkosh.org

